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PAtiscellancous. 
RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES AT LEXINGTON, 


KENTUCKY. 


We learn from the Western Luminary that meetings of deep 
interest have been held iy that city, as well as at Cincinnati. 





At is geatifying tu'see the curdiality with which our New Eng- 


land men are greeted at the west. 

The, Luminary says : 7 . 

The last week has beeg truly a literary and religious festival 
in Lexington. Our city was favored with the presence ofa large 
number of literary abd 
the Union. We rarely,see such an assemblage of talent here. 
The deep interest manifested in the importaut subject of Edu- 
eation and the different benevolent societies, by the large and 
inteVigent audiences generally assembled, was cheering to the 
mind of the philanthropist. . bay 

In qur report of the speeches made at the several meetings, 
as given in to-day’s papey, we pretend to nothing more than 
io furnjsh an outlive of the goes train of argument and to 
give the principal thoughts of the speakers. 

a reporter is one in which we have not been accustomed to ap- 
pear; and pur notes of some of the addresses were taken un- 
de® circumstanges somewhat ynfavorable-—A dull proser may 
be followed very readily; hatte transmit faithfully to paper 


such addresses as we have recently been favored with, replete 
| 


with . 
“ Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.” 
isa very different matter. 
Sespay Scuoot Maxtrya. 


The Rev. Mr. Baird, General Agent of the American Sun- 
day school Union,laid before the meeting eome very interesting 
and important statistical iuformation, respecting the operations 
and prospects of the American Sunday School Union. , He 
stated, that nine years ago, there was no general organization 
to promote the great object of Sunday School edacation, Since 
that time, a Board had been formed, composed of the several 
orthodox religions denominations. - This Board have two great 

j in view. Ist, the publication of boolts for. Sunday 
School Libraries} and 2dly, the ral promotion of the 
cause. No book has ever been publi by the Union, which 
has not had the where bent ease Board. A large 
number of works have been issued! the presses of the 
Union ; and depositories have been established hout the 
country. Seven or eight of these tories are in the valley 
of the Miasissippi; ., ‘The books pa by. the Union are 
entirely free from sectarianism; and are generally approved by 
all denomina:ions of evangelical Christians. 

In nine years there have been established under the auspices 
of the Union, 15,000 schools, containing more than 115,000 
teachers and 760,000 scholars. Within the last three years, 
the 8. S. Union has distribyted half a million of vol , ate 
cost of $45,000. During the same period, from twe to ten 
agents haye been sustained, during the sammer, in every state 
in the union. There are now inthe Valley of the Mississippi 
5,000. Sunda t Schools, containing 250,000 children. There 
are 900,000 children in the Valley who ought to be at Sunday 





Itis not the purpose of the American Sunday School Union 
to relax their efforts in the Mississippi- Valley. . ‘hey design 
to employ an agent fpr every few counties ; who shall keep up 
a continual course of visitation. ‘The plans of the Union had 


The character of 


been much deranged in the South and West by the prevalence 

of the Cholera,but on that account they will only increase their 
efforts. But one state out of the nine in the Mississippi Valley 
has made provision by law for common schools. 

The American Sunday School Union had resolved to com- 
|mence an extensive system of operations in the Southern 
| states Fourteen agents were already in the southern field, and 
| more would soon be sent. 
| Mr. B. spoke of the great necessity for inereased feeling and 
| action én this cause. One gentleman in Ohio, in very mode- 
rate circumstances, has offered three hundred dollars for the 
establishwent of Sunday Schools in Liberia. An agent has 
been sent to Canada, and a wide field is opened there. Appl 
cations have been made to the Board for Sunday School 


} 
} 


clerical gentlemen,from various parts of | 19 supply every military post in the United States. Ad there 


| is now a prospect, that a Sunday School will soon be estab- 
lished at every one of these posts.  * ” 
The call from Europe has become very urgent. An exten- 
sive field for Sunday | operations was one Se 
and Germany... A gentleman, who speaks seven lan- 
| guages, is prépuring to enter this rich and ample field. |... 
| - ‘Phe following resolution was offered by the Rev. —- 
| well, of Boston, General agent of the American Education 
ciety, and seconded by Rev. Mr. Storrs, of Massachusetts. 
| Resolved, "That the success of the American Sunday School 
Union, und the rapid advance of the Sanday School cause jn 
our country, are such as to call for devout thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty God, the Author of all good. ’ -_ 

The Rev. Dr. Cogswell, suid: I am a native of New Eng- 
‘land, a resident of Boston. 1 profess to be a patriot,—a lover 
‘of my whole country. He adverted to the fact of this city, hav- 
‘ing derived its name from Lexington, in Massachusetts, where 

the first blow was strack for liberty. He gloried in ‘he privile- 
ges, civil, religious and literary, which we enjoy by reason of. 
the American Revolution, and hoped they would be preserved, 
and transmitted to the latest posterity. , 

I like-the. Sunday School Union, said Dr. C. I like it, be- 

cause i is an American institution. | like it, because it is not 

sectarian—because it embraces all communions of evangelical 

Christians. I like the plan of its operations. I like the bles~ 
| sed influence it sends out,from Maine to Georgia. Ldikeit,for 

| its happy influence on the different denominations of Christians, 
jand on this whole nation. We have uo aceount of any one 
| being converted, before he is instructed. Instruction precedes 
|conviction, conviction precedes conversion, and conversion 

| precedes glorification in heaven. ‘ 
He could not help expressing his peculiar gratification with, 
a part of the ceremonies in the college chapel that morning. 

He hoped the highly appropriate example set by the President 
of the institution on that occasion, im presenting a copy of the 

Sacred Scriptares to each of the young men who were about; 
to leave the institution, would meet with general imitation. He 
should tell it in New England—and huped it would commend 
itself to all.* 

Au individual onee said, that if he were permitted to farnish 
the songs of a nation, he could easily tell what would be the. 
character of its religion, ‘There was much truth in the remark. 
De Witt Clinton once said, that Sabbath Schools were one of 
the three levers that would move the world. Sunday Schools 
have a happy influence on all connected with them. Many 


* The Commencement of Transylvania University took 
place that morning. The speaker referred to the fact of Pres- 
ident Peers baving presented, during bis valedictory address, 
a handseme copy of the Scriptures to each member of the 
graduating class. 
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e ed in them will one day themselves be parents, aud have 

m of their own to train up for usefulness and heaven. 

The influence of this institution will be felt from generation to 

neration, down to the close of time. By means of this no- 

institution, knowledge and yirtue will be perpetuated in 
this mighty nation. 

Within the last six months, Dr. C. had visited 400 young 
men in a course of preparation for the Gospel ministry. Jn 
conferring with them, he had Jearned, that a very large pro- 
— the number had been converted in Sabbath schools. 

ineteen-twentieths of the missionaries now blessing the earth 
with their labors, received their first hopeful religious impres- 
sions in schools. ‘The influence of these schools must 
always be good on those engaged in them. If they are Chris- 
tians, they will by that means be made better Christians ; and if 
not Christians, t schools are a powerful means of grace to 





bring them nigh to God. The parents engaged in this blessed 
weal spiritual Solies of their chil- 


feel more concern for the 
dren then other parents. 

Before Sabbath schools became prevalent, parents generally 
had but little faith in infant conversion. But it is not so now ; 
—that delusion has been dispelled. If parents felt more con- 
cern about the etérnal welfare of their tender offspring, if they 
prayed and labored more to effect, under God, this glorious re- 
sult, still more blessed consequences would fullow. Patrick 
Henry, after making his will,said, if I could bequeath my chi 
dren one thing more—the Christian religion—they would be 
rich ;— without it, they must ever be poor. This is true, and 
every parent should feel it to be so. 

Dr. Beccher remarked, that there never had existed a state 
of society in which man was perfect. Philosophers had taught, 
and science had lit-up her lamp, and mankind groped in dark- 

tess. Poets had sung of agolden age. There was no golden 
age—there never had been. There had been, however, an iron 
age, and the iron age would continue, till the human heart was 
properly educated. While the intellect continues to be educa- 
ted, to the neglect of the heart, you are educating maniacs for 
suicidal purposes. We need, Sir, a system of universal edu- 
cation. A system which will take society by the four corners, 
and lift it up higher—higher. Animalism must no r 
allowed to preponderate ; but must be brought into subjection 
to the nobler propensities and susceptibilities of man. 

There exists a greut necessity fer the influence of Sunday 
Schools—it is indispensable that an all-pervading influence 
should now be exerted on the numerous youth of our land. 
There are 3,000,000 of children in the United States. Sucha 
nation a3 ours never existed before. No nation of its magni- 
tude and grandeur ever arose before from such beginnings, and 
so rap) Its history is a something new ander the sun. It 
has been, almost literally, ‘a nation born in a day ;” and sueh 
a nation as the sun never looked down upon. 

The great inflax of foreigners to our country called for in- 
creased activity onthe part of those who desired the prosperity 
and moral elevation of the nation. ‘The tide of emigration is 
rolling westward. Our nation will not stand still. The Sun- 
day school is an invention of heaven, and every way suited to 
our exigencies. The nature of our government calls for the 
Sunday school system. It is a well known maxim, tha: know- 
ledge and virtue are the stability of republics. No nation can 
stand long without them. ‘They are the natural fruits of the 
Sanday school system. It is a practical system ; and demands 
our prayers, our charities,and christian enterprize, to insure its 
success. This noble institution takes up the children, and sup- 
plies the deficiences of parental culture. It fastens the cords 
of love on their tender hearts,and Jeads them in paths of virtue 
and usefalness. There is an intelligence in Sanday school 
children, a steadiness, a stability of character, which are 8- 
sed by no other children. The records of England and of the 
United States furnish hardly an instance of a Sunday school 
scholar being convicted of crime. If this blessed system ani- 
versally obtains, our jails will moulder untenanted, or be con- 
verted into school houses and churches. 

The Sunday school system, said Dr. B. creates a desire for 
reading, and brings the child to be acquainted with truth. It 
imereases greatly the demand for books. And he was truly hap- 
py to say, that some of the best talents of our tein ger 
employed in the highly important work of meeting this de- 
mand. There never had been, in the history of the world, till 
within a very few years past, books of the right kind fer chil- 
dren;—the books had been made for men,not fer youth. When 
1 was a child, said the venerable speaker, the books for chil- 
dren were such as Goodey Two Shoes and Tom Thumb. If you 
had searched the land, and scoured the world, you could not 
have got of the kind of books fit to be put into the hands of 
children, a basket full; now you may procure them by the cart 


load. Is there a heart that does not beat in unison with the op- 
erations of this institution? Is there a hand not ready to be 
thrust deep into the yey 

‘The Rev. Mr. Kirk, of Albany,made some remarks of thrill- 
ing interest, in ape of this resolution. He said that wos 
the first time he had risen te speak in public in this state. He 
rejoiced to be in the Valley of the Mississippi; destined one 
day to be the deep foundation stone of the republic. His soul 
felt big. He bad got among a people who had fixed their eye 
on matters of momentous interest. He had some suggestions 
to wake on the great subject of edueation to the Education 
Convention which was to convene the next day; suggestions 
relating to matters which lay heavy upon tis heart. 

He had once been so foolish and wicked as to attend the 
Theater. He had one particular objection to theatrical exhibi- 
tions ;—they divorced what God had joined together, feeling 
and action. Sach exhibitions spent their whole foree im the 
luxury of feeling. ‘The church of God had been wnder a 
great mistake in that matter. © We were not willy to feel, but 
to act. He had recently traveled on board one of onr western 
steam boats. And after the boat had sto , it was stil on- 
der the influence of the steam. ‘The paddles kept moving,and 
a tremulus, vibratory motion was kept up. ow what we 
want, is, that the shaft should be put on, and the boat not only 
feel the influence of the steam, but4o go ahead. 

I have for the first time visited the west, said Mr. K. Tama 
stranger among you. My eye has stretched along a portion of 
your wide-spread valley, | have neticed your luxuriant soil, 
your magnificent rivers. I had heard of the west, [had talked 
of the west, I had prayed for the west,l had plead for the west, 
—but now I feel for the west. Yongmagnificent country is a 
giant in his infancy. Hew do yeu intend to mould the heart of 
this giant ? 

Forsgtcs Missioxany Mextine. 


A meeting of the friends of Foreign Missions, assembled in 
Lexington, was held in the McChord Chareh, on ‘Thursday 
last, at 30’clock, P. M. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Dr. Bee- 


be | cher, and seconded by Rev. A. Bullard, General Agent of the 


American Beard of Commissioners for Foreign Missions : 

Resolved, That the Foreign Missionary Society of the Valley 
of the Mississippi commences its existence, avimated by the 
important objects which are being accomplished by the 4m. 
Board of Commpissioners for Foreign Missions. 

Rev. Dr. Beecher remarke¥, that some of his audience prob- 
ably heard then, for the first time, that a Foreign Missionary 
Society, auxiliary to the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missious, had been established at Cinciunati the 
previons week. Anvther orgayjzation was needed for the 
west; anorganization which would insure concerted, power- 
ful action among the friends of t.is great cause. The strong 
feeling beginuing to be manifested on this subject in the wes', 
had never been conceutrated, and consequently, had not been 
as efficient as it might have been. 

Dr. B. proposed to make some remarks respeeting the ori- 
gin, progress, and resulis of the American Loard. This great 
institution had not “come with observation.” Lt originated in 
obsenrity. ‘Three pious young men in the college ef Williams- 
town, became much concerned for the condition of the heathen. 
They wept while they conversed about their awfully negleeted 
state, and met from time to tine behind a stack of bay, to pray 
that God would direct to some means to ineliorate their cond: 
tion. Their ioe ee were all alive on this subject; but 
what could they do? y were poor,and unknown to fame; 
avd had no family influence to bring to bear upon the subject. 
—They concluded, however, that they could feel, and pray, 
and take hold of the promise of God, with reference to this 
subject. They did so. 

These young men studied subsequently at Andover. When 
they had me ye their studies, they applied to the General 
Association of Massachusetts for permission to go out as Mis- 
sionaries to the heathen. under their auspices. ‘Fhe Associa- 
tron were astounded. The idea of such an enterprise was 
new tothem, ‘Their consciences would not let them reject 
such a proposal, and they were utterly at a loss to know how 
they could consistently accede toit. ‘They concluded, however, 
to send an agent to England,to learn whether the churches of that 
country would bear half the expense. ‘They readily agreed to 
bear their proportion of the expense. An agent was then sent 
oat among our own churches, and they promptly agreed to 
support the whole three. And the churches now, said Dr. B., 
could support double the number of missionaries now in the 





field. Itis not money that is wanting, but men. 
This institution commenced its operations in 1610. Its suc- 
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cess has been without a parallel. Twenty-two missions have 
been established ; 80 ordaitied ministers and 250 female assis 

tantssentout. ‘The press has become an eilicient ageut at all 
the stations. Thirty-four churches have been established, aum- 
bering 1800 members. And, in addition, a large number of 
8c , including 50,000 children. 


This, said Dr. B., is not the péried for going back. There 
is no retreat. No rolling back of the wheels of the chariot. 
The sun of righteousnes is never to be hid, but to “shine ruore 
and more unto the perfect day.” The telegraph from heaven 
announces “ onward,” “ onward.” ‘The voice of the Foreign 
Missionary herald is “ omvard.”” And the church has beard the 
voice; and will go on to ae the origin of 
this society. I greeted its first ageut at my own house, and bid 
him God speed. I assisted to orgauize its first auxiliary. It 
was born with my public life. This heart, and the heart of 
this institution beat in unison, 


The establishment of this institution was the precursor of 
the most glorious revivals of religion. Not a year had passed, 
since the spirit of Foreign missions first began to be manifested 
in our land,that bad not been nsarked with revivals. The spirit 
of Foreign Missions and the spirit of reyivals have been mov- 
ing on, pari passu, au equal pace. Some asked, why send 
your preachers abroad,while they are so wuch needed at home? 
* There is that scatiereth and yet increaseth, and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, bat it tendeth to poverty.” 
The church at home had been blessed in proportion to the in- 
terest manifested, and the effort made for the heathen.—Had 
all this effort and expense been made, and the glorious revivals 
which have resulted not been expericuced, we should be es- 
teemed ba:.krupts in Foreign and Home Missions.—The Bible 
Society, the Heme Missiouary, the Tract Society, and the 
Sunduy schools, which so beautify the church and bless the 
world, are all the result of the spirit of Foreign Missions. The 
Foreign Missionary Society is the mother of themall. It can- 
not be supposed, that such results could be effected by unwise 
means;—medns which did not meet with the approval of 
heaven. ‘ 

The Foreign Missionary Society is a voluntary association. 
It has abont it nothing sectarian. It appealed to the hearts 
and consciences of the friends of Jesus Christ. ‘There was a 
benting tp for volutiteers; and the trumpet shoald be obeyed. 
All should come to the work, in the unity of the spirit, and 
with singleness of eye,deeply imbued with the spirit of Christ. 





The guidance of heaven had been manifest in the selection 
of the officers of this society." Samuel Worcester, of Masya- 
ehusetts, fella nvartyr to his labors in this cause. Whembis 
suctessor, Jeremiah Evarts, ceased from his labors, the chuteh 
exclaimed, alas! alas! who shall fill lis place? Cornelius, the 
next Corresponding Secretary, was perwitted to move but a 
step, when his father said, ** Come up hither." The church 
wept; and heaven rejoiced. 

The Secretaryship is now divided among three brethren. 
They hold frequeut ings for conf e and prayer in 
reference to this great cause. Agents have been sent cut to ex- 
plore different countries, with a view to the establishing of 
other wissious. So greathad ever been the prudence and 
judgment with which this socicty had been quataetet, that it 
had never had to tread back its steps, and abandon its work. 
‘The men emploved by the society were unsurpassed. Such 
men could not be procured in England as missionaries, as the 

ish themselves were constrained to acknowledge. They 
were generally young men of the first talents in their respec- 
tive classes. 1eir traaslations of the Bible bore testimony to 





their abilities. The style of their preaching to the heathen, 
was that of the most approved and successful preaching in the 


They generally gained the unbounded 
The broad seal of heaven is aflixed 


American churches. 
confidence of the natives. 
to the canse. 


NARRATIVE 
Of the state of Religion within the bounds of the Western 
Reserve Synod, Oct. 21, 1833. 


In reviewing the state of religion, within our bounds 
during the* past year, we see much that calls for deer 
humiliation before God. Revivals of Religion have 
been much less frequent, than. in preceding years.— 
With a few exceptions our churches have manifested 
but little solieitede for the salvation of souls, and the 





glory of the Saviour. They seem to have forgotten 
that it is their duty to be always abounding in the werk 
of the Lerd, and consequently they have presented an 
appearance not uulike the mountains of Gilboa, upon 
which no dews or rain descended. 


The Hely Sabbath, which is designed to be a season 
of preparation for the Sabbath of rest which remains 
for the people of God, is awfully profaned. Our pub- 
lic conveyances are thronged with those who are in the 
prosecution of business or pleasure ; and it is tobe fear- 
ed that there are some in_the church who are involved 
in the guiltof profanipg this holyday. __ 

Though the cause of Temperance has in general been 
making a gradual, and im some places a rapid advance, 
yet in other places it is evidently on the decline. Tts 
friends begin to relax their efforts bor its promotion, and 
its enemies are becoming niore vigorous in their oppo- 
sition. 

These things call upon the friends of Zion to humble 
themselves before God, and to return from their back- 
slidings and engage with renewed vigor in the service 
of their divine Redeemer. But notwithstanding these 
discouragements there is cause for lively and devout 
gratitude, In some cases in the midst of deser- 
ved wrath the Lord has remembered mercy. A few 
of our churches have been visited with the reviving in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. Sinners have been conyer- 
ted, and the hearts of God’s people have been made to 
rejoice. 

Increased efficiency has been given to the cause of 
Sabbath Schools. ew schools have been formed, 
and thoso before in operation have had the number of 
their scholars greatly increaséd. We regard this as a 
harbinger of great good to this sew and rising country. 


It is believed that far greater contributions have been 
made to the different benevolent institutions the past 
year, than in any preceding year of our history. It is 
hoped that otr » Fre are beginning to feel that it is 
their reasonable service to consecrate their is, 
their all, a living sacrifice to their blessed Redeemer, 
and to regard his last command as binding not only upow 
ministers, butupon them. Let this feeling increase and 
prevail in all our churches, and let all who love the 
souls of men act in unison with it, and soon the lion 
and the lamb shall lie down together, and the lame 
man shall leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
shall sing ; and the wilderness and the solitary places 
shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice, and blossem 
as the rose.—Ohio Obs. 


EASTERN SPEAKERS. 


Incommon with hundreds in this city, we would ex- 
press our gratitude to God, for the aid lentus on this oc- 
casion, by our eastern brethren. They will long retain 
a place in the affections of pious and benevolent hearts, 
which they have warmed and animated to new zeal in 
the cause of Christ. Some of the speakers might well 
be esteemed fathers in Israel. They had lived on the spot 
where most of the great societies which have. given a 
new impulse to the cause of Christ, originated. One 
had aided in the first efforts which were made in this 
country for the salvation of the heathen, and could tell 
of the gurgling forth of that little rill, which, growing 
broader nad deeper with every rolling year, now bears 
a swelling tide of truth to those who sitin darkness. 


Another had been among the first to arouse his fellow 
citizens .to acontemplation of the evils of intemperance, 
aud its remedy. He was also ove of the eight individ- 
uals, who eighteen years ago, laid _the foundation’ of the 
Am. Tract Society.—Cincinnati Journal. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H.M. 8. _ | Where are the means ? Ifyou will answer for the men, 
; 5 ‘ . _| L believe the Churehes of New England will answer for 
The Rev. Mr. Storrs _ P! of his late a Cana the means. Can you obtain them ! Will the four winds 
da, as agent of this Society,—concluded. answer to your call? And shall the breath of the Lord 
No. II. - ~ ae bags f phe as A = shall they live? 
Ah, my brother, the Lory knuweth. But will you call 7 
’ Latha “ree And if your voice is heard, will you send the mew that 
:' Malone leaving =~ king Fucrppsssaecs I pameeees of shall rise and say, “here are we, send us?” 
the Rev. Mr, Parker, that, after cousn ren with some | Your eyes dre turned to the theological seminaries of 
of his lay brethren, he would state in writing the num- the land, and not wholly in vain; but, after all your ef- 
ps pon ey of those missionary fields = ry So oy forts, how few of their sons do you secure for carrying 
earliest attention, and promised the best harvest. | oy your operations in the remote parts of our own coun- 
He kindly assented to the proposal, and at parting hau- try! Most of them are “spoken for” by the large and 
ded me following paper. wealthy congregations of the old states; and their fa- 
“Tn part supply for the eastern townships in Lower | mily connexions, or their health, or soute other cireum- 
Canada, we want forthwith— stances, decide for them that duty requires their aceep- 
“1. One minister at Stanstead, which is a sort of Je- Te f ~ ote “ye on a iaiait poaee 
tusalem Church, in this new land of promise. The ou look to the Education Society. But of its 5 
Church and their house is one mile north from the pro-| beneficiaries, a few only are now ready to enter the 
Vince line. The minister's parish would extend north | field of action ; and those few, like their fellow students 
and west twelve miles, east eight miles ; which territory — Seminaries, are apt to find that eall the louslest 
embraces more than 5000 inhabitants, seven eighths of | WHICH ts nearest. 
whom are New Englanders. =" Our destitute churches are net to be supplied, and 


“2. One in Compton, (no church organized,) in the |“ waste places are not to be oceupied, then, by the 
young menu who are just putting on the harness. In- 


center of a fertile and beautiful tract, equal to 13 miles Riek wna thine’ el { 
square. Population, near 3000. ed, were they all to spread themselves over the deso- 
“3. One in A ere ile ville lations of the land, and leave the more favored parts 
ne in Ascott, embracing Levoxville ve lage, and | of it to provide for themselves, they would yet be like 
Eaton, fourteen miles east, with Dudswell, Clifton and | the two or three berries on the uppermost bough of the 
Newport. Dependent population, 4000. Materials for | shaken olive tree, compared with the supply that is de- 
organizing a Church soon. Desire for preaching equal | panded. *s 
to what it ever was in Macedonia. What, then, shall be done? Difficult of solution as 
“4. One in Durham,to divide his labors between Dur- | the problem is to us, a New-Englander in Canada has 
ham, Melbourne, and Kingsley, a parish iw extent twen- | ingenuity enough to solve itat once. “ Decimate your 
ty miles by eight. Population, say 3500. mivisters in New-E-ngland,” he says, “give a tenth part 
“5. One in Hatley and Barneston, affording field and | of them at once to the waste places of Zion. Send them 
Jabor enough for three able men, and population suffi-| tous; we will find them labor enough, and, after a few 
cient for eight large congregations, and obstacles enough | years, support enough.” Jie will tell us that we have 
to oblige a man to live by faith. too many parishes aud churches, aud too many laborers; 


“6, One in Shefford, embracing Waterloo and Frost that we are surfeited with religious privileges, while oth- 
ers are dying for famine ; and that our eageraess to re- 


illages, having one infant church in Wa- 

torien, Lay pear why in Gieay.. Parish twenty-five tain all the valuable Auinisters raised up of God, for the 
miles in length, embracing souls enough to fill a consid- | supply of our artificial wants, will sooner or laver, call 
erable mansion in heaven. down judgments upon us, as guilty of shutting our eats 
“7. One in Petton and Sutton,each ten miles square, against the met = = ied I know oe but his i 

bnieri : . soning is just. Certainly it deserves consideration. “ 
the oe ap. oy a congregational chureb, panting for have Sada.” says our New-Eugland brother iu Canada, 
pt . : “1 have seen, when on Visits & the lau of ny fathers, 
8. One = Wrightsburg, (oneo St. Armand, ) em! one, two, and three supernumerary mivisters in the same 
Missisqui Bay village, where, | believe, is an in- pulpit ou the Sabbath, in congregations no larger, aud 
fant church. among souls of no greater worth, than we have in C., 
*9. One in Stavbridge, to labor also in Broome. where we cannot see the face of a single minister once 
#40, One in Dunham, to visit Farnham occasion-|ina year. Aud then I have inquired, Why is it so? 
My heart has sunk within me ; my eyes have overilow- 


ally. i 
“11. One in Stakely and Bolton, and north-western |¢4, and I have stood mete with astonishment, at the 


part % mysteries of Providence ! 
eperrd Is it not a fact, that whenever an important oe | 


“ And when we get these, we want twenty more ; and ; co : 
ahen the New Eu jJand~ population in the townships | °CCUrs'® New England or New ¥ ooh, Sendaaanes —s 
evould be but scantily supplied. The Lord send us the and to spare are found ready to fillit? Are ministers 
men.” a loth to leave a small charge for pe ae, yng 

~ alary for amore ample one ? And when they do this, 

Such is the opiniow of the only Congregational minis-| ig it from the spirit Uf obedience to Christ ? Js it for 
der in the townships, and of the lay brethren, more com-| the enlargement of their sphere of usefulness? Why, 
Ieage from personal and extended acquaintance, to) then, is the difficulty so great in persuading them to lis- 





MISSIONARY FIELDS IN LOWER CANADA. 


ef the whole matter. My own observations were | ten to calls from the wilderness, where parishes may be 
imited to the first, second, third, fifth, and sixth stations | found ten or twenty miles square ; congregations of va- 


here designated, and should I differ at allin opinion from | rious sizes, from 500 to 2000, (not now eollected, indeed, 


these brethren, whose opportunities of judging are of| jut requiring only the labors of some man of God to col- 
course far better than mine, it would be only in relation) ject them,) and where, from the people or from the 
to the third station. Two men are as much needed | friends of missions, they will be adequately supported ! 
there, if I mistake not, as one. Lenoxville and Eaton) {, jt not the will of Christ, that all the sheep and lambs 
have distinct and imperative claims for immediate at-| of his flock be fed? And whose duty is it to see that 
teution. will executed? What servant of Ged will plead exemp- 
AN APPEAL FOR LABORERS- tion from the common obligation? And may gt 
Blow, sir, what shall be done? Where are the men?/S¢ttled ministers—ministers crowded upon by their 








1883.] 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER, 





neighbors—ministers whose salaries will not support 
them, and who are driven to the necessity of laboring 
with their hands, say to those congregations that are 
rishing with hunger, * Lo, we come to bring you good 
tidings !”’ : 

I repeat it, my brother, 50,000 souls, descended from 
* freedom’s pious fathers, who first landed on Plymouth’s 
rock,” and, planted within 230 miles of that consecrated 
spot, may not be overlooked in the distributions of the 
means of grace, and left to die unpitied aad uneared for 
by their more favored brethren, ‘I'he Gospel they must 
have. ‘The Gospel they will have, if they beg for it on 
their knees at our daors, till Heaven take it from us and 
give it them. t 
New-England have compassion on the Indians of the 
west and south, aud have no compassion on us? Are 
our souls less precious ? Are our minds less capable of 
culture ? Are our bodies more incorruptible, or are our 
treasures less valuable, when brought under gospel in- 
fluence? Why expend five buvdred or a thousand dol- 
Jars a year, on a tribe of four or five hundred Indians, 
and send them ministers, and leave us to perish? Why 
support a mission to thé Sandwich Islands, or Ceylon, 
or eastern Asia, and refuse to give us missionaries ! 
These things ought ye to have done, but not to leave the 
other undone.” Thus they reason—not in the tone of 
censure, but of plaintive wonder. It strikes them as an 
inconsistency. And I am not sure that it strikes them 
jacorrectly. Let the thousands and millions of the pa- 
gan world hear of Jesus and his love. Let his claims 
on their homage be declared and urged by 
voices ; and Jet the churches bear cheerfully the expense 
of raising up aud sending forth the heralds of salvation 
hy thousands instead of tens. They are able to do it; 
and, more than that, they are bound to do it; but let 
not one generation of fifty thousand after another, who 
are boue of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, come to 
wheir doors and plead in vain for the erumbs that fall 
Yrom their tables. This will not please the Lord. 

AN INTERESTING EXTRACT. 

I cannot conclude these letters, already extended be- 
yond my original design, without giving you an extract 
of aletter, written a few mouths since, by the dear Con- 
gregational brother to whom | have before referred, as 
fast wearing out in the service of his Master in the east- 
era townships. If apy apology be due for quoting it, 
it is due to him,—the reader will require none ; and my 
only apology ta him is, a conviction of duty. 

I have beca, for almost four years, wnder the directién 
of this Society, (the Canada Education and Home Mis- 
sionary Society,) and the first missionary they ever em- 
ployed Daring three aad a half years, I have been at 
this very spot, (Shipton,) an to this day, sir, T ean look 
to the east au‘! the west, the north and south, and not 
find a Congregational, or Pri shyterian, or Baptist, (ex- 
cept one Freewill,) or Methodist minister, so near as fif- 
ty miles. Not one Congregational Church or minister 
80 near as sixty-five miles. One High Church Episco- 
palian preaches within ten miles of me, half the time, 
and there is but one more so near as fifty miles. 

“ And yet the soil is rieh and feasable beyond most of 
New Hampshire and Vermont; climate the most health- 
ful I ever enjoyed, and the inhabitants, by a great ma- 
jority, emigrants from New-England, who once saw the 


light of her Sabbaths, and sat on the seats of her sanc- 


sl al 


tuaries, or the children of those emigrants. 
“¢ Now, is the Gospel needed here ! 
O, sir, I dare not begin to answer. But, is it wanted ? 
“ Why, sir, within a few weeks one man 

has come twice to me from twenty miles, and plead 
and begged me to go to his town and preach. 300 per- 
sons in that town were educated under the eongrega- 
tioval and Presbyterian forms of religion, and till T was 
there, they had never heard in that town, but two Sab- 





“ Why,” say they, “ do our brethren in 


ten thousand* 


baths, preaching from ministers of either of these denom- 
inations. Since that time, two mer bave come from 
fifty miles, and most earnestly solicited me to go over 
and help them. Aud from other places, the calls are not 
less imperious. Buta few days since, a father anda 
mother, who lived more than forty-five miles distant, 
came to spend the Sabbath, and consecrate their infant 
child to Gud, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

** A few montifs since, I rode twenty-five miles to vi- 
sit a few families, who had been seven years in the town- 
ship, and had never seen but one minister, or heard 
| more than one sermon during the seven years. It was 
| dark when I reached the place, and too late to collect 
the people and preach on that evening. And I said to 
them, thet I had appointments for the next day, so fer 
distant’l must leave in the morning, and should be una- 
ble to preach there. But, said my host, ‘you must 
— if it is at midnight; our people will meet at any 

our of the day or night, to hear a sermon,’ Finally 
eight o'clock the next morning was fixed on; and at ten 
| minutes past eight, every person in town, (seven fami- 
| lies,) save a sick woman and little boy, were come ter 
| gether fo hear words whereby they might be saved. 

‘* Another time, I visited a place twenty miles distant, 
to spend a Sabbath. Soon after I entered the house 
where I was to lodge,an aged lady came from ber room, 
leaning on her staff, and I was introduced to her as a mis- 
|sionary. She stood a moment as if amazed, and then 
gave vent to her soul. She raised ber withered head, 
and with extacy exclaimed, ‘O, now Zion will come 
up, Zien will come up, for missionaries have begun to 
come.’ 

“ At the next house I found another lady of seventy, 
equally anxious for the consolations of Isracl.. Tears 
of joy and of solicitude streamed from her eyes as we 
conversed together; and as I left the house, she followed 
me to the threshold, and begged me to come again; 
and I saw her still watching the poor missionary, ps. 
far as the eye could reach. I went again, but she was 
in her grave. 

“I might state many other facts, as striking as these. 

“ We havea little Church here; and before it was or- 
ganized, we sent different ways for ministers, more than 
100 miles distant. And though we delayed and repea- 
ted our applications, we could obtain no aid, only as 
we went to heaven for it ; and I was obliged to sustain 
the load of responsibility alone, and proceed to organize 
a Church of Christ. Wenow have forty-two members. 
Two persons who united with us, had letters of recom- 
mendation from Vermont, which they had preserved 
more than twenty-five years, and during that time had 
never enjoyed the privilege of Churchmembership ; ner 
was there a Congregational or Presbyterian Chureh, 
within seventy miles. 

* O, ask blood-bought souls in New-England, what 
would buy them privileges and seats in those heavenly 
places where they sit. And chen ask them what they 
| will do to aid these scattered Christian brethren in Can- 
|; ada, whom they have vowed to love as themselves. * Ye 
| know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers 

in the land of Egypt.’ ” 

This letter needs no comment. And the heart that 
| feels not the weight of the argument urged by such facts, 
| is not a heart to be envied. 

I now leave you, my brother, to “ ponder 
| toward Canada; and knowing that the libera 








er way" 
heart de- 
viseth liberal things, I doubt uot you will make a straighg 
path for your feet, and carry with you, or send before 


ou, the Gospel, Heaven’s unspeakable gift to cheer the 
vearts and strengthen the Amer 2 of our beloved buy suf- 
fering brethren there, 

Yours, in the best bonds, 


RK. 8S. STORRS. 
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From the Verment Chronicle. 
HYPOSTASIZATION. 


Some ideas must be hypostasized, in order to handle 
them as we need. “In any triangle whatever, either 
two of the sides are greater than the third side.” Every 
body will grant this; yet it may be very important to 

rove it. But when you attempt tw reason upon it, you 
find that you can do nothing with such indefinite aflairs 
as “any triangle whatever,” and ‘“‘cither two of the 
sides.” The idea must be hypostasized. You must 
place before your mind, either on paper or by an act of 
the imagination, some particular wiangle, which is to be 
the visible form of that idea in your reasoning. Still, 
you mustremember that this visible form is only the hy- 
postasis of the universal truth announced in the propo- 
sition ; or you will, in the eud, find that you have only 
ved that two sides of such a triangle as you have 
thinking of are greater than the thind side. And 
in teaching geometry, you would always convey this 
truth to the mind of the learner, and the learner would 
ays receive it, in its hypostasis ; both keeping in 
view, meanwhile, the distinction between the hyposta- 
sis and the idea which is hypostasized. How far this 
necessity for hypostasization extends, is a question 
which we now purposely avoid. 

Moral truths, the spiritual ideas of which Edwards 
speaks in his Treatise on the Affections, may be hypos- 

ized. We have hesitated a little to say, what may 
be said with perfect truth, and without irreverence, if 
said in a right state of mind, that Christ is the true and 
perfect hypostasis of the Divine Nature in man. But of 
spiritual ideas, the hypostasis which we form to our- 
selves may be very imperfect,and answer their purpose, 
even to ourselves, but poorly. -Take the great idea, 
which words can hint at, but canuot adequately express, 
of submission or conformity to God, to righteousuess,to 


truth, or to conscience. It may be hypostasized in many 
ways, some of which it may bo well to mention. 
Suppose a man,—and such men there are,—who 


eannot bear the thought of dependence on God. In 
the matter of his salvation, he insists on having “the 
staff in his own hands,” and that not only theoretically, 
‘but practically. He is resolved that he will change his 
own heart, when he is ready, and prepare himself for 
heaven without divine aid, or it shall not be done at all. 
The truth comes iu upon his mind, and he sees that his 

ition to the doctrine of his dependence is wron 

is sinful. Still his proud heart will not give it up; an 
at last, he is sensible that his feelings are engaged in a 
contest with God on this point. The question now is, 
hether he shall yield to God. The question is put, by 
Kis own mind, with reference to this one point, and he 
does not even think of its application to any other.— 
This is the only point on which he is sensible of a con- 
test with God, and if this be given up, the contest is 
given up. A hearty reception of the doctrine of his de- 
pendence on God becomes, to his mind, the hypostasis 
of submission to God. It is the spocific, intelligible 
form, in which he contemplates that idea ; and unless 
he learns, virtually, the distinction betweon the idea 
and his own hypostasis of it, he will probably be una- 
ble, through life, to see how any body can be truly pi- 
ous, without receiving the doctrine of dependence on 

God just as he does. } 
Take another, who has intrenched himself behind the 
excuse, that he can do nothing, and therefore ought to 
wait till he feels the influence of God’s spirit, enabling 
him, before he attempts even to forsake any sin. Let 
the truth come home to his heart, as it may,and ought, 
that he is now in the broad way to destru , and con- 
tinuing as he is,must inevitably perish, perhaps the next 
moment; and yet the pride of opinion, long established 


serve God, all join to make him hold on upon his ex- 
euso. Here is the struggle in his mind. Here, at last, 
he finds it to be. He finds that his clinging to inactivity, 
and to the excuse which seems to justify inactivity, is 
what keeps him from holiness and heaven. Let him be 
converted, and the idea of conversion will probably be 
hypostasized in his mind, as a breaking forth from in- 
activity into the active service of God; and he may 
probably be unable to conceive how any one can be 
converted except in that form. 

Let a dissolute,profane young man attend a Methodist 
eamp meeting, for sport. ‘Let something occur to rouse 
stronger feelings than he brought with him,and his mind 
become filled with hatred, as well as contempt, for the 
Methodists, and let him, for a while, act out his hatred 
and contempt. ‘Then let him perceive that he has done 
wickedly and offended God by this course, and let him 
be brought to repentance on the spet. The hypostasis 
of sin, in his mind, when he repents of it, may be, want 
of love and respect for the Methodists ; and love and 
veneration for them and all that pertains to them may 
be the intelligible form, in which he will contemplate 
holiness while he lives. 

So, let one feel any kind of wicked opposition to bap- 
tism by immersion, and let him be brought to repent of 
that wickedness, and a humble reception of baptism by 
immersion may be his hypostasis of the idea of complete 
submission to God. 

So a particular posture in prayer, or any describable 
or indescribable whine in religious services, or even a 
broad brimmed hat,may become sanctified in some one’s 
mind ; and our knowledge of this fact enables us to love 
and respect some people for their genuine piety, ever 
when we see their hypostasis of relizious truth to be ab- 
surd or ridiculous in the extreme. 

On the principles here laid down, piety sometimes 
takes very strange shapes. ‘Though genuine in its na- 
ture, it appears in the shape of sectarianism; in a 
Methodist shape, or a Baptist shape, or an Episcopa- 
lian shape, or a Congregational or Presbyterian or 
Quaker shape. We mean, feeling which is actwally 
pious, appears in the shape of zeal for all these and 
other sects. It can exist under any of these forms, and 
yet retain its nature, and he really piety. And yet 
Christian character is always injured, just so far as 
this takes place. We can never realize the full power of 
truth, when we recognize it only in some one of its 
particular forms or applications. Think, for example, 
ef the man who knows that four fingers on one hand 
and four on the other make eight fingers, but does not 
know that four and four make eight in any other in- 
stance. This is a strong case,perhaps too stroug to ex- 
ist; but it shows one mode in which they suffer loss, 
who can see trath and picty only when hypostasized in 
some given form. 

Another danger is, that he who mistakes his owa hy- 
postasis of the truth for the truth itself, will, when he 
urges others to embrace the gospel, insist upon their re- 
ceiving his hypostasis of it ; and if this hypostasis should 
be, as we have séen it may be, the wearing of a broad 
brimmed hat,it may expose religion to contempt ; if it 
be some metaphysical paradox, which is possible,it may 
procure its rejection as unintelligible jargon: or if re- 
ceived, it will make the recipient just $uch an ill shaped 
Christian as his teacher. 

There is another danger. When the teacher does not 
distinguish between the hypostasis and the idea which 
is hypostasized, there is danger that the learner will - 
not ; that he too will consider the reception of the hy- 
postasis as the reception of the truth ; and that he will 
actually receive the hypostasis, the mere form of 
thought, without receiving the truth, while neither he 
nor his teacher s t the possibilityof such an error. 








habits of thought, and unwillingness to forsake sin and 


There may thus be as much of the vice of formality 
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in the wildest fanatical ravings, as in the dullest cere 
monies performed by printed rules. ‘This identifying of 


the idea and the hypostasis is always full of danger.— | 


Iu this way, as we remarked last week, many of the 
heathen gods were formed, and such isthe origin of the 
greater part of the nummerics of popery. 

We spoke, last week, of gravitation, and of Dr. New- 
man’stheory, as he calls it, of an clastic atmosphere, 
by which the planets are pushed, not drawn, around in 
their orbits; and we observed that, as there is no dis- 
pute about the law of planetary motion, the supposed 
forms of pushing and pulling are but different hypostasés 
of the same idea; aud yet Dr. Newman proposes a 
controversy with those who believe in pulling, to prove 
that he is right and they are wrong. So itis,sometimes, 
in theological controversics. ‘They often relate only to 
the different hypostases of the same idea. They are 
just like a dispute, whether the number ten is made up 
of five toes on each foot, or eight fingers and two 
thumbs. At other times, each sees some real defect in 
the bypostasizatious of the other, and shows that defect 
unanswerably ; and then hoe thinks he has unanswerably 
established the correctucss of his own, and wonders and 
frets that others do not think so too. And yet, a bad 
hypostasization of au importantidea may be worth con- 
tending against ;—that, for instance, of the Campbellite 
Baptists, who identify immersion with regeneration,—a 
doctrine which has made sad havoc of correct theolo 
and vital piety among the Baptist churches at the west. 

We have now done with that long word of our own 
making,—till we find occasion to use it again. 


TEMPERANCE IS PROFITABLE. 


The Executive Committee of the Temperance So- 
ciety of North Stonington, Connecticut, declare in 
their recent report, that the people of that town are 
but beginning to see and fecl the benefits resulting from 
the abandonment of alcohol. The saving already 
realized amounts to from six to eight thousand dollars 


anoually ; and the committee express their opinion) 


that if the experiment can be persisted in for two years, 
that all men will be so convinced of the wisdom of the 
measnre, as to be in no danger of returning to the hab- 
itual use of intoxicating drink. 

Not more than two or three individuals in that town 
are diminishing their estates, and these few are tipplers. 
Law suits are done away; there are no eases of as- 
sault and battery, no thefts, no paupers in the forming 
stage; in a word, all is prosperity, happiness and 
peace. The golden age of poetry has but little to boast, 
that the people of America may not enjoy if they suc- 
ceed in this great struggle. ‘The town of North Ston- 
ington comprises probably not more than the one hun- 
dredth part of the population of Connecticut. Six or 
eight hundred thousand dollars per year therefore, is or 
ought to be, saved to that state by the operation of tem- 

ce alone: And all this accumulating capital is 

with rendered productive; for men who become 
temperate have clear heads and industrious hands ; they 
are prudent and thrifty, devoting more hours each day 
to profitable employments, and their industry being 
more judiciously directed, is more productive. Idle- 
ness is banished, the great fountain of disease is dried 
up; as the habits become more simple, the taste for 
hurtful luxuries, vicious indulgencies and childish a- 
musements unavoidably declines. Men seek their ap- 
propriate excitement where alone it can be found, in 
en of useful business, in the exertion of talent 
for the good of others,and in the ennobling labors of be- 
nevolence.—Temp. Mag. 


A firm faith, and true honesty, are not to be forced 
by necessity, or corrupted by reward. 


THE PAINTER THREW DOWN HIS PENCIL. 


One of the most celebrated Italian artists was em- 
ployed in painting the Last Supperofour Lord. One 
by one, he studied the characters of the Apostles, and 
then settled in his own mind and then painted on 
_canvass, a form and countenance in whieh any behold- 
er might see the character expressed. He then ap- 
plied himself to the character of our Savior. Hestud- 
ied the attributes of his mind and heart. He sought, 
in all the stores of his own inventive fancy, for a com- 
binaiion of features and complexion, which should ex- 
press these attributes,—the conscious power, the wis- 
dom, the holiness,the love, the mercy, the meekness, 
the patience, the whole, character of the divine Re- 
deemers—He sought long—intensely—but in vain,— 
Every countenance he could imagine fell evidently 
far below ; and at last he threw down his pencil in des- 
pair, that the face of Christ could not be patnted! 
He didnot doubt his own ability to fix distinctly on 
that canvass, any imaginable face; but he had 
learned that no countenance can express the attri- 
butes of the Deity, and that whoever should gather his 
idea of the character of Christ ftom any visible rep- 
resentation of him, must of necessity be misled. 
—Whether he made that application of his discov- 
ery or not, he had discovered the truth which is the 
ground of the commandment forbidding us to worship 
any image or any likeness of any created thing, 

Tracy’s Sermon on Infidelity 


ANECDOTE OF THE LATE REY. DR. RICE OF VIRGINIA. 
LFuruished by a Missionary in Missours.} 

I lately spent a Sabbath in a scattered settlement 
between Columbia and St. Louis, Missouri. As my 
detention there was unexpected, I had no appointment 
made for preaching, and hearing of a Methodist meet- 
ing in the neighbourhood, I attended, I had not been 
long present, when the Methodist brother who was to 
have preached, inquired whether I was not a preach- 
er; and by solicitation 1 took his place. 

After preaching, I found that I was in the house of 
Mr. William Rice, an old revolutionary soldier, now 
in his 90th year, an emigrant from Virginia, an uncle 
ef the late Rev. Dr. John H. Rice. In his younger 
days this aged gentleman was a school teacher, and 
lived with the father of Dr. Rice. Inthe course 
of a conversation respecting that distinguished man, 
he told me that “ Jack,” (as he called him,) was a ve- 
ry puny, unpromising child. That at the age of three 
years, he somehow became exceedingly attached to 
his uncle. That he was accustomed to carry him to 
school on his back like a knapsack. At the school- 
house he would roll him up in his coat and lay him on 
the bench to sleep. At this age he discovered a 
very retentive memory, and before he knew a letter, 
learnt to spell all the monosyllables in Webster's Spel- 
ling-book, anp one table of dissyllaples, His uncle 
told his father one day that if he would only teach 
“Jack” his letters. he would soon learn to spell any 
word. He was incredulous, but did it, and was as- 
tonished and delighted at the ease with which the little 
fellow learnt to spell and read. He then said, “If that 
child lives, 1 will give him just as good an education 
as E-can.”” Thus rose that luminary of the Presbytrian 





Charch.—Pastors Journal. 
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Diep, in this tity, on Monday, the 2d inst., very sud- 
denly, Miss Mantua Day, eldest daughter of President 
Day, aged. 21. On the Sunday morning previeous,she at- 
tended to the regular duties of Sabbath school instruction 
in the Centre Church.” Experiehcing, however, some 
uneasiness in standing and talking to her class, she re- 
turned home about half an hour sooner than usual.— 
Thinking herself able, notwithstanding, to attend public 
worship, she went to the College Chapel, as usual, but 
was compelled by pain to leave before the gommence- 
iment of the services. She continued to suffertonside- 
rable pain during the day and the succeeding night, but 
withoyt exciting in her own mind or in the minds of her 
friends any apprehensions as to the result. On the fol- 
lowing day, a little before one, she sunk rapidly, and ina 
few minutes after the first serious alarm was felt by her 
friends, her spirit took its flight. ie 

Thus has vanished away, as a bright cloud of the 
morning, one of society’s brightest ornaments and rich- 
est blessings. Gifted with an intellect, naturally of 
rare excellence, which she had disciplined by the sever- 
est studies and furnished with the richest stores of learn- 
ing, and possessing a disposition of uncommon tender- 
ness and purity, she secured the admiration, esteem and 
love of all who knew her. While those graces shone 
80 conspicuously to all around her, to herself they were 
apparently hidden from view. She was unassuming 
with all her powers, and unostentatious with all her ac- 
complishments. All these natural and acquired exeel- 
lencies however dwindled into insignificance before her 
piety. Her mind was first deéply impressed in the 
spring of 1828. Naturally distrustful of herself, how- 
ever, she did not venture to speak confidently of her be- 
ing ‘an accepted child “of God, iutil three ‘years after ; 
though for a year previous, her most intimate friends 
believed her to have been actuated by Christian prisici- 
ple in her religious and social duties. In the summer 
of 1831; she publicly united with the First Congrega- 
tional Church, in this city. : 

Her religious character was distinguished for conscien- 

tiousness of life, purity of motive, and spirituality of af- 
fection. 
Personal comfort and private wishes were freely, 
cheerfully sacrificed to a convietion of duty. 
tuating principle was a sense of right; by this she desir- 
ed to direct all her feelings, thoughts and actions. And 
those who wére best acquainted with her religious ex- 
perience, will testify to the pureness and elevation of 
her moral feelings; and especially will they remember 
the longings she felt, the few past months, for more en- 
tire devotedness to God—the desires she expressed for a 
more perfect conformity to his holy image. Indeed her 
whole character appeared for the last year of her life to 
be developing itself with an uncommon rapidity. And 
the bright promises of her future worth and usefulness 
seemed to be just lighting up the hearts of her friends 
with joy and expectation, when, by the mysterious hand 
of Him who orders every thing in wisdom and gtea 
goodness, she was torn away from earth, and transferre¢ 
to a higher and purer service in the heavenly world. 


Her ac- | 


t . 
1 | We trust that these letters will be blessed by the Spirit of 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


We have received a number of new publications from 
Messrs. Key and Biddlé, Philadelphia, entitled “ The 
Young Lady’s Sunday Book ;” “ Example, or Family 
Scenes; “ Letters to an Anxious Inquirer;” ‘“ The 
progressive experience of the heart ;” and “ The happi- 
ness of the blessed,” by Bishop Mant. They are got 
up in a style of simplicity ahd neatness which recom- 
mend them in external appearance—and from such ex- 
amination as we have been able to bestow, we have 
!no hesitation in pronouncing them all highly iustructive 
and useful in their tendeney. The Young Lady’s Sun- 
day Book is a collection of judicious extracts from the 
best authors, on subjects of the deepest interest and 
importance. 

We would notice particularly Dr. Henry's “ Letters 
to an Anxious Inquirer,” as the best treatise we have 
ever seen for directing an awakened mind to the source 
of relief, and pointing out the difficulties which impede 
its progress. Bishop Mani on the happiness of the bless- 
ed, contains maiy striking and consoling thoughts for 
those who have been called to mourn the loss of friends. 
*It appears to us that a distinctive feature of the pre- 
sent age, is the accumulation and diffusion of useful 
knowledge, through the mediuin of the Press. We are 
furnished with new and valuable auxiliaries to every 
good effort and enterprise. If it is sending forth bitter 
streams in the same proportion that it does healthful 
ones, we are thankful that they do not fall in our way, 
or come under our observation. We regard the Press, 
when rightly employed, as one of the most effective en- 
gines, in aid of the gréat moral and spiritual reforma- 
tion that is abroad, of any that exist—and the conduc- 
tors of it as among the chief benefactors of the world. 
While they are careful to preserve its purity and inde- 
pendence, we can say, iu full assurance of the blessing 
of God, “Go on and prosper.” 

We have spoken in unqualified approbation of Dr. 
Henry’s Letters. They are accompanied by an Latito- 
ductory Essay, by the Rev. Dr. Bedell, of Philadelphia, 
which, as an evidence of the interest taken in this w6rk, 
is in itself a strong recommendation—and we think the 
following extract from a Review ia the Christian Spec- 
tator, fully aeceords with the good opinion we have ex- 
pressed. ‘ 

“Te,” Dr. H. “seems to have experienced some of 
the difficulties which he describes, and solves. He had 
been much employed as a spiritual guide to awakened 
and distressed sinners, and to doubting christians, and 
it is matter of devout gratitude that the great head of 
the church, directed such a man to put the result of his 
own thoughts and observations upon paper. From the 
impressions which we have received of Dr. Henry’s 
character, of his strength of intellect, his delicacy of 
feeling, his christian simplicity, and the warmth of his 
piety, we were prepared to expect much from his pen : 

mut his letters havé exceeded our expectations. We 
consider him to have entered a field not hitherto suffi- 
_ ciently explored, to have laid open entanglements and 
| cleared away obstacles which have often retarded those 
| who would eseape from the city of destruction to Em- 

manuel’s land,and to have erected clearer way-marks at 
| the opening of some of those devious paths which have 
conducted bewildered seekers to the gates of despair.— 








Grace, not only as the means of consolatien and strength, 
but as the instrument of saving many from ruin. Dr. 
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YH. though dead, will long speak to the conscience and 
the lieart of the trembling sinner.” 

“ We have perhaps never read a book, except the Bi- 
ble, with whose sentiments we could more exactly ac- 
cord, and few which appear to us better calculated to be 
useful, than those letters. Dr. H appears to take a 
¢ommon sense view of every subject in his letters, and 
these views seem to have been formed from a practical 

“acquaintance with the matters of which he treats.— 
‘When these letters shall be known, they-will be esteem- 
ed an important treasure, not only by anxious euquirers, 
but by those who have any concern in religious instruc- 
tion; and will be regarded as a valuable closet compa- 
nion to the practical Christian.” 

“ Two-thirds of the mi-sionaries who have gone ont from 
Great Britain, and nineteen-twentieths of the dissenting minis- 
fers in that nation, were converted in S. Schools.” 

We should like to know if this is true. It has been 
circulating over the country in newspapers, "eports, 
and speeches, for many years, and we have often used it 
ourselves, not suspecting its truth, but still, after all, we 
should like to know what authority it stands on, and 
whether it has any better foundation, than that it exists 
as areport uncontradicted. But we have another objec- 
tion to it ; even if it is true, or was ever true, it is worn 
sult, and the repetition of it never fails to produce a chil- 
ling, instead of a quickening influence upon us; inas- | 
much as it virtually says, that our encouragement must 
be derived, not from what exists now, but from what is | 
past, in S. School history. We wish some of our friends 
6f the Sunday School Union at Philadelphia, would in- 
form us on this subject, for we find so many “ universal- 
fy admitted-truths” to be falsehoods, that we are begin- 
to grow shy of sone of them. 





| 


THE FALLING STARS AGAIN. 

The grandeur and sublimity of this celestial sceuc, 
has induced us to publish some additional accounts col- 
lected from various parts of the country. The appear- 
ance was simultaneous, and equally brilliant, from North | 
to South and from East to West, probably all over this | 
continent. Although these phenomena of the heavens 
may have been witnessed before, yet it is no less won- 
derful, and ought to be recorded and investigated, al- 
though it may never be accounted for on philosophical 
principles. ‘To say that all this wonderful display was | 
electricity or phosphorus, is not satisfactory. We can- 
not see on philosophical principles, why the same nata- 
ral causes should exist and operate at the same time 
over a region of several thousand miles, comprebending | 





| phosphorie 


a variety of latitudes and atmospheres of different tem- 
peratures of heat and cold,—and from the faet that in 
every place the coruseations, whatever they might have 
been, appeared to radiate from a point over head, and 
those on the east fell towards the east—those on the west 
fell towards the west,—an effect produced, nodoubt, by 
the vision being limited by the horizon. These facts 
ought to carry our thoughts higher.—We do not believe 
that the stars have fallen, or even one third part of them, 
as foretold by John, for the heavens are full of them; 
neither do we believe they have had a dance, though 
Job speaks of a time when they sang together. 

That there was a shower of lyilliant meteors, we 
have no doubt. But of what they were composed, or 
from whence they came, we do not know, and why 
they were sent we do not know,—but we know who 
sent them, and they have declared his glory. 

From the Fall River (R. I*) Monitor. 
METEOROLOGICAL PHENOMENA, 
Wednesday Evening, Nov. 13th, 1883. 

Having risen as nsual at an early hour, this morning, I was 
astonished an‘ delighted with one of the most splendid and 
sublime exhibitions of felling stars as they are usually termed, 
(more properly mecvors,) that I have ever witnessed. The 
weather was pleasant—the sky clear—there was a gentle breeze 
from the West—ard every part of the visible heavens was fil- 
led with falling stars. Their magnitude, brilliancy, and num. 
ber, far exceeded any thing of the kind I have ever seen, or of 
which { have ever read. Some of them were of the apparent 
size of a ball 12 inches in diameter, which after falling, seemed 
to exptede with a bluish appearance, leaving behind a lumin- 
ous train of light, several rods in length, which continued visi- 
ble for more than d minute. They were falling in all direc- 
tions at the same instant,and with various degrees of briljia 
They appeared to be of different magnitnie, and of va 
forms, (though in general, they seemed to be globular,) moved 
with great velocity, and most of them were visible only a few 
seconds. Their course, in most instances, was ina strait lune, 
though in some it was curvilineal. During the spgce of aw 
hour there fell thousands upon thousands of them,and they fell 
without cessation. The scene commenced, as I learn frowns 
others, as early as two o’glock in the morning, and centinued- 
till within half an hoar of suvrising. " “ 

Whether these small meteors, as various in magnitude and 
brilliancy as the fixed stars, are ull of the same origin, but vary* 
ing in appearance, in Conseqnence either of their different dis- 
tances, or of the peculiar state of the atmosphere, I am unable 
to answer. As prognostics of the weather, they have in gene 
ral been supposed te predict wind; and during the whole of 
to-day there has been a tremendous wind from the West. 

Various hypétheses have been proposed to account for theso 
meteorological phenomena. The most plansible hypothesis f 
have seen.is that of De Luc. He supposes that these meteors; 
or falling stars, proceed from phosphoric fluid, ascending from 


. 


| the surface of the earth, which becomes visible only when, b 


decom position in the higher regions, it takes fire and light is 
discharged. De Luc supposes this Quid to rise in a continned 
columu,till the upper extremity of the column has reached such 
a height as to be in a great measure above the region of the 
clouds and moisture, and then, from the dryness of the air, it 
takes fire spontaneously, (as phosphorus is known to dowhen 
exposed to the atmosphere in its ordinary state) and ignition 
having commenced, is communicated backward to successive 
portions of the column, till it arrives at a portion of the atmos 
phere sufficiently moist to extinguish it. In these circumstan- 
ces, it is obvious the appearance would be precisely that of 4 
falling star. But whether De Lue’s hypothesis be correct, itis 
perhaps, impossible, in the present state of meteorological sci- 
ence, to determine. >» 

The phenomena, observed this morning, brought to mind 
very forcibly that prediction of Scripture, “‘when the elements 
shall melt with fervent. heat, the earth also, and the works that 
are therein, shall be burned up.” {[t was easy to imagine how 
the atmos might become sufficiently dry, to permit the 
lumn to burn to the earth and set the world on 
If this had been the case this morning, who knows but 


fire, 
phere around us might have been in ong 


that the whole atmos 
general flame ? 
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From the Brunswick. Me. Family Pioncer. 
GRAND CELESTIAL SCENE. 


On Thursday morning last, between the hours of 4 and 6, 
one of the grandest spectacles ever witnessed was exhibited to 
our early risers. The whole sky was brilliantly illuminated by 
hun of “ shooting stars’ which were rushing in every di- 
rection—many of them leaving long trains of light which some- 
‘times continued to shine for 30 seconds. 20 or 30 were at the 
same time visible, though from their vividness and swiftness it 
awas impossible to number them accurately ~ For about two 
hours they appeared and disappeared incessantly, many outshi- 
ning the brightness of the real stars 

A highly electrical state of the atmospherg is probably the 
eause of these appearances. The following night we hada 
heavy thunder tempest. 

From the Baltimore Patriot. 

Being up this morning at five o'clock, I witnessed one of the 
most grand and Pune eg mmr which ever beamed upon 
the eye of man. The light in my room was so great that I 
edaid ste the hour of the morning by my watch which hung 
over my mantle, and supposing that there was a fire near at 
hand, probably on my gwn premises, I sprung to the window 
and beheld the stars, or some other bodies, presenting a fiery 
appearance, descending in torrents, as rapid and numerous as 
dever saw flakes of snow or drops of rain in the midst of a 
storm. Occasivnally a large body of apparent fire would be 
hurried through the atmosphere,which without noise,exploded, 
avhen millions of fiery particles would be cast through the sur- 
rounding air. To the eye, it presented the appearance of 
what may be called, a raining of fire, for 1 can compare it to 

ing else. Its continuance, accordivg to my time, was, from 
the moment when I first discovered it, twenty minutes; but 
a friend, whose lady was up, sexys it commenced at balf past 
four, that she was watching the sick bed of a relative, and 
therefore can speak positively as to the hour of its commence- 
ment. If her time was correct, then it rained fire filly minutes. 
The shed in the adjoining yard to my own was covered with 
gars, as I su ee during the whole time. A friend at my | 
elbow, who A+ witnessed it,in whose veracity I can place the | 
most implicit reliance, confirms my own observation of the 
phenomenon, and adds, that the fiery particles which fel] south 
descended in a southern direction,and those north ina northern 
direction. He thinks it commenced earlier than the period at 
whichd §rst witnessed it, and that it lasted longer; that when 
his glack chimed six, there wore still occasional descents of 





From a Correspondent of the Richmond Enmeirer. 
Sq incredible was the number, that an old negro in giving 


pn account of it, said “ It was awfal indeed, sir! it looked like 
ipe crab apples falling from the tree, when shaking them for 
Fer.” This was an excellent representation, both as to the 
manner of falling and their size. Another said, « it looked as 
if the sfars were snowing.” ye | continned “ snowing on” 
this rate ghqut 35 minutes; when the number of meteors 
‘thongh their size increased. It was about this time, 
two were observed of the size of a six inch globe, somewhat 
ted, the one ten minutes later than the other: the course 
of the first was north east, leaving behind a trail of light twoor | 
three hundred yards in length, while sparks were fang from | 
the body of the metcor in every divection, until it bursted ina} 
thonsand particles. This, from its appearance to its bursting, 
contin in view, until the nnmber sixty three was counted : 
this was the only method of determining the length of time the 
was visible,as it was too dark to ascertam it by a watch. 
course of the latter was southeast; the tail was not so long 
as that of the first, but was visible much longer,137 being coun- 
ted. A cracking noise attended them both. The meteors 
continued shooting, not in as great quantities,until they ,togeth- 
er with the'stars, melted away before the rising sun. It is wor- 
thy of remark, that not one shot athwart the horizon, but eve- 
ry one seemed to radiate from a common centre, which centre 
was the zenith of the spectator. 
From a Charlestown (Va) Correspondent of the Richmond 
miyutrer. 
A Wowper 1s THe Heavens !—The inhabitants of Charles- 
town, Kanawha Co. Va. were aroused from their beds by the 
ing of the Church bell, at half past five in the morning of 
the 13th iust. Our first sensation was an alarm of fire, but 
what could equal our surprise and awe on reaching the door, 
to find that it was not our village, but the heavens that were on 
fire'—Yes, the Heavens, the atmosphere above, around us, 
kindling into innumerable balls of rolling fire. The night was 








clear, the stars were shining brightly, no noise was heard; but 
the whole vault of Heaven was filled with bright meteors, like 
stars falling from heaven thick as snow in a storm! It appeared 
as if all the stars were falling rapidly from on high, and becém- 
ing extinguished,before they reached the earth. Ali have seen 
those bright meteors called ‘‘shooting stars.” Lf the reader can 
suppose the sky filled with millions of them, he can form some 
idea of the sublimity of the scene. It commenced early in the 
night, and continued till obscured by the rising dawn of day, 
but was brightest about 4 o'clock in the morning,at which time 
a broad meteor passed from East to West, and remained for 
some minutes, like a bright beam suspended over our whole 
valley. 
From the Charleston Courier. 


We have been informed by Capt. Jackson, of the revenue 
entier Jackson, who was at sea that night, at the distance of 
nine miles from land, that the heavens were illuminated with 
the meteors during nearly the whole night, as far as the eye 
could reach, iy every direction; presenting a spectacle of un- 
common magnificence and snblimity, attended with frequent 
explosions res mbling the discharge of smallarms. We learn 
also that a meteor of extraordinary size was observed at sea to 
course the heavens for a great length of time,and then explode 
with the noise of a cannon. 


From the Augusta ( Geo.) Gazette. 
WONDERFUL METEORIC PHENOMENON. 


Wednesday, Nov. 13, 1833. 

For several hours last night the heavens presented an appear- 
ance, seldom, if ever, witnessed before. Hundreds and thou- 
sands of meteors, resembling those occasionally seen in our 
cloudless nights, ard of dillerent degrees of brilliancy, were 
seen in all directions, darting through the sky. Some appear- 
ed no largrr than a small spark, and to the eye seemed w move 
but a short distance; others were exceedingly brilliant, and 
pursued theiy burning way over ove fourth or one third part of 
the visible expanse. A few shed abroad a sudden gleam as 
bright as lightning in a dark night, or equal, perhups, to the 
light of the full orbed moon, and Jeft behind them a Seolaane 
pathway which would continue twenty or thirty seconds. ‘The 
attention of the writer of this notice was directed to the strange 
phenomenon a few minutes after 5 o'clock this morning, (or 
just at the break of day,) though it was seen by others in our 
town as early porns as two or three o’clock.—By examining 
the meteors from different apartments of my house, I sven per- 
ceived that they all moved off is mreesing directions, like the 
rays of alamp, or the radaii of a - This induced me to 
take my position in the open street, where I could survey tho 
wonder more accurately, 1 observed that all of the hea- 
uen were ornamented in a rapid snecession by these darting 
gems. Multitudes might i ly be seen at the same in- 
stant. They commenced their career at al! points of elevation 
above the borizon—and it was-easy to perceive that, in all ca- 
ses, the lines of their direction,if continued upward,would have 
met at the zenith. Indeed, many of these ing travelers 
commenced their course near thi ied off to eve- 
ry point of the compass. Of the hundreds that I noticed, net 
one cressed the focus, not one intersected the of a fellow 
traveler, or of any that had gone before. radiating ap- 
pearance of the meteors was probably an optical iusien, ox 
bodies falling from an immense height seem to recede from us 
as they approach the earth. ‘The whole scene was indescriba- 
bly beautiful ; tosome, perhaps, awful, because so new and un- 
expected. Many in our city were at first much alarmed; it 
seemed as if the stars of heaven were falling from their places. 

The interesting scene lingered upon oureye till the brighter 
glories of the morning shrouded it from our view. A few of 
the brightest meteors, however, were seen maintaining their 
contest with the morn, till as late as 10 or 15 minates past 6.— 
Here is work for philosophers. 


From the Journal of Commerce. 


Being now sitting alone by a comfortable fire, witaing 
for my breakfast, without a book or newspaper to a- 
muse myself, and feeling a little philosophically inelin- 
ed, I will endeavor to give you my opinion of the cause 
of those wonde ful meteors which have been lately seen. 
It appears that they have been seen from Maine to 
Georgia, differing but little as 10 time or position, from 
what they were observed in this city, and I have no 
doubt that we shall hear of their being seen In places 
much more remote. Those of the 12th Nov. 1799. ac- 
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cording te Humbolt, were seen in various parts of 
South America, the United States, Labrador, Green- 
land, and in Germany ; thus extending over nearly the 
whole dark side of the earth. 

In those different places it cannot be supposed that 
each observer saw the same meteors, any more than 
they could have seen the same flakes of snow, had snow 
been falling at all those places at thesathe time. A lu- 
minous and distant object, such as the sun or a star, it 
is true, might be seen at the same instant, over a whole 
hemisphere, although under a different altitude, or az- 
imuth, by each observer ; but at no two different pla- 
ces could it be seen in the Zenith at the same time.— 
Butif the object was much nearer the Earth, its appar- 
ent place would vary still more, on account of the para- 
lax. 

The Earth, in its anneal revolution around the Sun, 
is governed by known laws, by which its path, as re- 
lates to the Sun and Planets, can be accurately compu- 
ted. But owing to the precision of the Equinox, and 
the motion of the whole Star System round some dis- 
tant and unknown center, the Earth, is constantly ma- 
king a new path, through absolute space. In many 
parts of the heavens are to be seen large fields of lumin- 
ous substance, called Nebulee, which Dr. Herschell, 
after examining with the most powerful telescope that 
ever was made, supposed to be innumerable stars, at so 
great a distance fiom our system as to appear like a 
faint cloud. Subsequent observations, made uuder fa- 
yorable circumstances, induced him hewever to modify 
this opinion ; and he supposed them to be a milky neb- 
ulosity, ‘or shining fluid, formed from the light coatinu- 
ally issuing from the inuumerable Suns which fill the 
immeysity of space. Suppose then the Earth to pass 
through one of these neble, or through the track of 
some Comet, which always leave a long tail of lamin- 
ous matter for many millions of miles behind them.— 
This substance, whatever it may be, would’ mix with 


the Earth's atmosphere in passing through it, and would 


be attracted to the surface of the Earth. But how this 
eous substance forms itself into distinct meteors, 
can tell no more than I can the cause that snow and 
rain do not fallin a state of vapor. But here come the 
buck-wheat cakes and coffee, which have more attrac- 
tions than speculations in PHILOSOPHY. 


From a Correspondent of the Journal of Commerce, 


The falliug stars did not come, asif from severai trees 
shaken,but from one : those which appeared inthe East 
fell toward the East, those which appeared in the North 
fell toward the North; those which appeared in the 
West fell toward the West; and those which appeared 
in the South fell toward the South; and they fell, not as 
the ripe falls. Far from it. 
cast, like the unripe fruit, which at first refuses to leave 
the branch, and, when it does break its hold, flies swift- 
ly strait off, descending ; and in the multitude falling, 
some cross the track of others, as they are thrown with 
more or less force. Such was the appearance of the a- 
bove phenomenon to tlie inmates of my house. I walk- 
ed into the Park with two gentlemen of Pearl street, 
feeling and confessing, that this scene had never been fig- 
ured to our minds by any book or mortal, save ouly by 
the prophet. What should be next, we were at a loss to 
conceive, consistent with the usual course of events. We 
asked the Watchman how long this had been? He said, 
* About four o'clock it was thickest.’ We gazed until the 
rising sun put out the lesser falling stars with the lesser 
Sized stars; and until the morning star stood alone in the 
East, to introduce the bright orb of day. And here take 
the remark of one of my friends in mercantile life, who 
is as well informed in polite learning, as most intelligent 
merchants of our city, who have not made science their 
po oh Sitting down to breakfast, we spoke of the scene ; 
and he said, ‘I kept my eyes fixed on the morning star. 


But they flew, they were | 


I thought while that stood firm we were safe, but I 
feared every moment that would go, and all would go 
with it.’, Be assured Messrs. Editors, this was the 
‘language of nature, in full fow of feeling, just after an 
hour's watch of the magnificent sceve ; and was met 
with au open response of approbation from other iutel- 
ligeut eye-witnesses. ‘The reader will see that this re- 
mark proceeded from au almost irresistable impression 
of intelligent eye-witnesses, that the firmament had 
given way, that the whole host of stars had broken up; 
yet hope clung to the bright morning star, which never 
appeared more glorious. 


We admit into our columns the following Dialogue, because 
it will give to the reader a more correct view of the great con- 
troversy, than to read all the metaphysical pamphlets that have 
been written. 

{For the Religious Intelligencer. } 
A DIALOGUE 
Berwees a Minister or Connecticut anp one oF nis 
ParisHIONERs. 

Parishioner, 1 am told that there is a diffurence of opinion 
among ministers in regard to the fundamental doctrines of the 
Go=-pel. And I have heard something said about a separation 
of the churches. Can you tell me, Sir, what is the ground 
upon which these things are said? 

Minister. | think there is no danger of a separation of the 
churches, because there is, with few exceptious, an excellent 
spirit of brotherly love and mutual confidence among the min: 
isters of our denomination; and so fur as I can learn, nearly, 
all would deprecate a separation, and take every lawful mea- 
sure in their power to prevent it. . There is, however, a diffe - 
rence of opinion, not in regard to the fundamentals of Chris- 
tianity, but in regard to the mode of stating and defending 
them. ; 

Par. It is said that one party deny that the influence of the 
Holy Spirit is necessary in regeneration. , ‘ 

Min. Nothing, I think, can he farther from the truth. All 
parties are agreed, that without the influence of the Spirit ta, 
change the heart, all men will continue in sin and go to perdi-_ 
tion; and they all unite in ardent supplications to God for that 
influence. * — 

Par. Do not somo of them deny the doctrine of Total De- 
pravity? 

Min. Not atall. Whatever difference there is on this point, 
itis only in the explanation of it. It respects certain meta- 
physical distinctions in regard to explaining the origin of the 
fact, and not in regard to the fact itself. 

Par. Are the doctrines of Election, the Perseverance of 
saints, Justification by faith without the deeds of the law, ad- 
mitted on both sides? ' 

Min. Yes. Not one of them is denied. In regard: to the 
first of these doctrines, some difference of opinion obtains as 
to the mode of stating and defending it, but not as to its nature, 
or the fact declared by it. And so it has always been among 
Calvinists. On the subject of Decrees, all agree as to the mat- 
ter of fact, that the decrees of God extend to all things, even ta 
the existence of sin. ‘The only difference is, that some attempt 
to give a reason for God’s permitting or decreeing sin, and oth- 
ers do not. Some affirm that sin is the necessary means of the 
greatest good ; others, that it may be incidental to a moral sys- 
tem; ond others merely say, ‘Even so Father, for thus it 
seemcth good in thy sight.” Calvinism consists in admitting 
the fact. The speculations designed to acconnt for the fact, 
belong to that freedom of inquiry which is always considered 
as a fundamental principle of Congregationalism. On this 
point we have always gloried in the superiority of Congrega- 
tionalism to any other system, in its congeniality to the spirit of 
the present age. We are not tied down, like the Methodists, 





by a Book of Discipline, to certain forms of expression. We 
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are not obliged, like the Baptists, te square every thing to the 
mode of an external cereujony, and to look out for our own 
shibboleth, sacrifice what we may of Christian feeling. We 
are not restricted, like the Episcopalians, te a particular form 
of words which binds up the energies of the sou! and calls up- 
on us to cry out, The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are these—the church, the 
church, the excellent liturgy, &c. &c. We are left free as the 
mind, having no master but the Lord Jesus Christ, and hold- 
ing ourselves responsible to Him as our supreme Lawgiver aud 
Judge, having.scope enough within qur boundaries to embrace 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity; and thus, as 
Dr. Hawes forcibly observes in his Tribute to the Pilgrims, we 
are ready for the Millenium, without giving up any thing dis 
tinctive in our prganization. Now it is the very spirit of our 
institations to comprehend all these classes of Calvinists, and 
to live together in peace, each having perfect liberty of con- 
science and of action. 

Par. {have no doubt that aj] this is wae. But is there not 

some opposition within oar body to Congregational order ?— 
Do not one party advocate what the Presbyterians call mew 
measures ? 
"Min. Not that I know of. There may be individuals that 
do this, but not as belonging to one side or the other of the 
questions which are agitated. The ministers asa body are per- 
fectly. united in regard to measures to promote a revival, and in 
regard to the general subject of Congregational order. We all 
go on as soberly as we ever did; and nothing is introduced into 
our assemblies that savors of levity or fanaticism, or that is of- 
fensive to men of taste and refinement. 

Par. Do not one party approach to Unitarianism or Univer- 
salism or Pelagianism, or something of that sort? 

Min. Nothing is farther from their taoughts. The Christian 
Spectator, which takes a decided stand in favor of the party 

accused by some, has often aud lately published articles in 

irect opposition to these errors; and no man can show that 


objection to what is called New-England’ Divinity, in distine- 
tion from what was quaintly termed the Triangular system 
which used to prevail in the Presbyterian chargh, but which is 
now generally abandoned. [I was once seriously asked by an 
elder in the late Dr. Mason’s church, if the professors at Ando~ 
ver were not Universalists, becanse they held te a general » 
tonement. In consequence of different views as to the nature 
of the atonement, he supposed that a general atonement could 
not be separated from a general salvation. And se also, the 
learned professor of Biblical literatare at Andover was accused 
of being a Unitarian, because hg pursu:d the science of Bibli- 
cal interpretation farther than some of his brethren. But these 
things have long since gone by. The subject is now under. 
stood. And the professors at Andover, as well as the minis- 
ters of New-England at large, are known to be decidedly op- 
posed both to Unitarianism and Universalism. So it will be, 
in my opinion, when people come to anderstand those particu- 
lar views which are now so much called in question by some. 
As to Pelagianism, there is precisely the same differeace be- 
tween that system and the system of the men in question, that 
there is between that and the system of the other party. The 
Pelagians said that men are not only able to do theirdaty with- 
ont grace, but that they actually do it. The system in ques- 
tiou says, like the system of their opponents, that they are able 
to do their duty, but never in fact do it without grace. So that 
if one party are Pelagians becanse they say men are able to 
make a new heart of themselves, then the others are too. Both 





admit that they can, as moral agents, change the heart, but 


| that without grace, they never will. Names, sir, are nothing. 


Let us keep to things. 

Par. Well, then, strip the subject of all technicalities and 
party names, and tell me, sir, what is the real fact—what is 
the difference between the two systems. 

Min. The subject is somewhat minute and complex, and I 
frequently find that it is difficult to be understood. No man 
who has merely dipped into it, and found here and there an 
expression, ean understand jt. I confess when I hear that twa 





ee gentlemen who defend their views, are any more inclin 
to one of these errors than their brethren. 
* Par. Is there not a tendency in their speculations, which leads 
7? these errors, or at least will lead to them? 

“Min. Asto Universalism, they claim that they stand firmer 
against jt than their brethren. ‘They resort to no distinction 
Hetween the secret and revealed will of God, which Stl pposes 
God in any way to prefer sin to holiness; bas admit the full 
meaning of all those declarations in the scriptures concerning 
his having no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that he 
turn and five; and his will that all mea should be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth; and then declare that 
when they perish, as other scriptures say they do, it may be 
because God could not bring them to repontance without the 
sacrifice of some important principles of hid government ;—that 
if they would accept of salvation under all the intluence which 
he wisely and consistently can bring to bear upon them, they 
would be welcome to its provisions. And therefore, ail those 
declarations of regret on the part of God, that they should har- 
den their hearts, that they should not hearken to his command- 
ments, &c., are perfectly plain, easy of interpretation, and 
consistent with themselves and with the rest of scripture; 
while God, rather than change the best system, determines to 
leave many to perish. Whether these brethren make these 
points clear or not, is not the question. One thing is plain, 
and that }s, that there is no tendency here to Universalism.— 
Their object is to overthrow the main argnment which sup- 
ports it. Asto Unitarianism, it is difficult to see how a system 
which fully acknowledges the doctrine of the Trinity, the ne- 
cessity of regeneration by the Spirit of God, and which patron- 
izes revivals as a fundamental principle, can have any affinity 
with Unitarianism, which sneers at all these things. The fact 
is, that a tendency to Unitarianism or Universalism is an old 


or three mien are crying up horesy, and separation of the 
churches, [ task my understanding pretty beavily to learn the 
reason. 

Par. Wf you who are devoted to these things find them dlffi- 
cult to be understood, how shall [ understand them? Is it pos 
sible that good men are calling qne another heretics, ond talk- 
ing abont a disunion of the churches on account of someting 
dithenlt to be understood ? ; 

Min. So it seems tome. The diffe of opinion lie 
rather in the region of metaphysies than in that of religion.—- 
Bnt the conseque.ices are sapposed by some to reach to religion 
itself. I will now endeavor to lay the subject before you as | 
understand it. One party says that all mankind, ia conse- 
qrence of the fall of Adam, are born destitute of holiness: the 
other says, that they are born sinners. 

Par. Do not the former party suy that when they are born, 
they are like clean white paper without any stain, and as likely 
ta be kept white as to be spotted ! 

Min. Not at all. They say that they are borm destitute of 
holiness ; and as soon as they act in a moral manner they oni- 
formly and always sin—they sin as soon as they can. "Phe dif- 
ference then between the two parties here is, that the one say 
they are sinners as soon as they breathe, and the other says 
they are sinners as soou as they can be, whether it is at the 
moment of birth or got, they do not decide. They only say, 
that they cannot sin till they are moral agenta. When moral 
agency begins they do not say; but certainly very early, so 
early as to accord with that declaration, “ imagination of the 
heart of man is evil from his youth;’—so early, that in the 
language of common life, the Wriptres represent all men as 
sinning from the first—meaning not to specify the precise in- 
stant—the idéntical moment when they begin to sin, but that 








they al) sin very early, even as soon a8 they can. 
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Par. One party is said to deny original sin? 
«Min. You see how this point stands by what I have just 


said. If you mean by original sin, some sinful propensity cre- 


ated in us or propagated from father to son, so that we deserve 
t be damned for being what God make us, they deny it. But 
if you mean certain appetites and passions,such as were in man 
ju a state of inadceuce,but which in the circumstances in which 
he now acts, alWays,except in the man Christ Jesus,lead to sin, 
they affirm it. 1 suppose they are not afraid of the term orig- 
inal sin; and since it is uot in the Bible, | see no reason for 
contending about it, Things, not names, should be the object 
of our search. 

Par. Then it seems they agree that all men are sinners, and 
that they do nothing of a moral nature but sin till they are re- 
tiewed by the Spirit of God? 

Min. Undoubtedly. The dispute is avout thing behind 
this revealed fact. 1s consists in accounting for the fact. 

Par. Then I dont care for your metaphysical speculations 
about properisities and propagated depravity and constitution- 
al sin, and what not. So loug as both parties come to the same 
orthodox result, I am very little concerned about the path by 
which they arrive at iz. I look at the subject through the glass 
of common sense ; and so, 1 am persuaded, the churches will 
look at it. _ But what do they say about ability and inability ? 

Min: The same that every body else says. They maintain, 
as Dr. Smalley; aud Dr. Griffin, and all the orthodox in New- 
England do, that men are naturally able to do their daty ; that 
is, to repent; bat that they are unwilling. And that it is this 
unwillingness, or the perverseness of the heart,that is removed 
by the Spirit of God in regeneration,and not any other inability. 
Most of them that I have heard, say little about inability direct- 
ly, but go on like the Apostles, to persuade men to repent, to 

believe, to obey. They contend, however, that there is some 
inconsistency in saying, as all the orthodox do, that men are 
aaturally able to do right, but at the same tigre saying, as some 
of them do, that the enmity of the carnal heart occupies it so 
entirely, that there is riothing to be appealed to by the motives 
of the gospel, such as comparing it to pouring oil on the fire. 
and saying the niore you pour on the more it mast burn. This 
they say is a natural inability. ‘They contend that couscience is 
naturally on the side of truth, and till it is perverted or seared, 
it is accessible ; and that man as a moral agent, has a capacity, 
as Pres. Edwards says, ‘to be influenced by mwtives to engage 
toa right conduct.’ 

Par. But I have been told that they speak of regeneration 
4s though it was in fact accomplished independently of God ; 
and therefore that they repagsent the ability of sinuers to be 
such, that they tarn to God without grace. 

Min. That wouldbe,as I have already told you,Pclagianism- 
Bat no such doctrine is held. ‘To affirm that it is, is ouly a per- 
Versiun of language.and precisely the same perversion as could 
be made of the apostlés’ preaching, and of all the New Eng 
tand preaching in our denomination that has been had on this 
topic for fifty years. The sinner is told that he should arise and 
0 to his Father, like the prodigal. and that, as a moral agent, 
he can do’it. But is this saying that he does do it, or ever will 
do it without grace, or that he is independent of God? He is 
told that the Holy Spirit is needed, and for aught that appears, 
that aid may be present, when called to do his-duty ; that he 
ought to repent now. and that this duty may as‘well be done 
now through grace, as at any future time. If I may judge from 
the conduct of these men in revivals, at pretracted meetings, 
&c. from their preaching and their writing, should say that no 
men feel their dependence on God more than they do. And 
surely, the doctrine that every sinner as a moral agent is able to 
repent, and yet as a matter of fact so unwilling that nothing 
but the influence of the Spirit of God will bring him to repen- 
tance, while at the same time he is nof sure of that influence 
for another moment, and may be finally abandoned of God for 








anotber act of rebellion,is any thing else than rejecting depend- 
ence on God, or saying that we are saved withoat grace. 

Par. So farso good. What is the meaning of the report that 
the students of the New Haven Seminary preach Arminian- 
ism t 

Min. I venture to say that no equal number of students have 
made more active or fvithful ministers than they have. They 
are received with approbation in the charches. They have 
gone forth into the missionary field; and net one Arminian, 
Pelagian, Unitarian or Universalist has yet been found among 
them. But if some of these students should preach error, I 
see not that the Seminary at which they were educated is re- 
sponsible, so long as the general fact is, that they do honor to 
the miuistry—so auch so that vot a few of the churches prefer 
them to any other; und moreover there is no proof that any 
heresy is taught. Tam very far from endorsing whatever New 
Haven students or any other stadents may say or do. It may 
be that soine imagine that we who have been longer in the 
ministry, do not know as much as they do,and that they assume 
a supercilious, dictatorial air,very justly offensive to their elder 
brethren, and very inconsistent ‘with truth. This used to be 
said of the Andover students; but it is not said so now. 1 trust 
it will not long be said of the New Haven stadents. Ihave no 
doubt that the opposition which is made to them from some 
quarters, tends to make them believe that they have got some- 
thing new, much more than any thing taught at the Seminaty. 
The fact is, that when a person studies Theology systematically 
in any place. he always gets a new set of ideas, and undergoes 
asort of revolution in his mind. It is not strange then that be- 
fore he has learned how much others know, he should suppoge 
that such ideds had not reached their minds. I well remem- 
ber, that a young person, who, in consequence of a revival in 
another place had just waked up to a sense of religion, once 
came to me,to teach me how young converts should be treated. 
He communicated nothing vew, nothivg different from what I 
had always done ; but I did not impute this to superciliousness. 
It was only the ardor of a youthful mind, just enlightened in 
regard tosome important parts pf the Christian system, 

Perhaps some of these students, when they first leave the 
Seminary, give too much prominence to certain points in their 
preaching; but then this is an evil which is soou cured, as they 
get experience. Now and then a young mab, When he first 
cones outof a Theological Institution, is very apt to think that 
he can instruct every body,and te feel as though he were going 
to carry all before-him on some points to which he has given 
his attention. But this is not peculiar to New Haven. It is’ 
found ameng the students’of all our Theological Institutions. 
This e:ror, however, when it éxists,cures itself in a short time. 
Admitting then thatsome young men preach more on sonie 
points, audin a Jess guarded manner than others of more ex- 
perience, or even more than they ought ; and suppose too that 
in their youth and inexperience they do not always state the 
subject-aright; will not the evil cure itself? 

( To be concluded next week.) 

New York Sratre’ Temperance Convention.— 
This convenntion assembled at Utica, on the 20th No- 
veniber, and its proceedings appear to -have been con- 
ducted, with harmony, energy, and spirit. Two ban- 
dred and forty-one delegates were present from all 
parts of the stateysand some from other states. The 


convention continued three days in session: 


SreamBoat Disasters.—The Journal of Commerce 
states, that daring the preceding sir weeks, no less than 
ELEVEN steam-boat disasters have occurred, attended 
with a loss, on the aggregate, of more than SEVENTY 
lives! Most of them occurred in the Western waters, 
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“CIRCULATION OF THE BIBLE. 

An excellent servant of our Lord—says a correspondent of 
the Paris Archives du Christiani writes from Bearn : 

“ For some time we had not distributed many New Testa- 
ments, but just now the work seems to be reviving. It occur- 
red to us to cause the Department of the Lower Pyrenees,even 
to the smallest village, to be traversed by Christians whom we 
invited to the work. And wé have seen men rich in the things 
of this world, having estates worth probably at least 100,000 
francs, respond to our appeal by coming to me to take on their 
backs a parcel of the sacred books, and make with them a 
tour of orsix davs. It had been given them to knew that 
Jesus bare their barthens. Glory to the power of the Gospel, 
that has thus enabled them to rise above ie world! ‘The Gos- 

| continues to be preached in many places in this region,and 
the number of hearers increases every day. ‘The Lord also 
from time to time adds to the number of them that believe.— 
None but Christians ought to be employed in this work of 
colporteurage. Yet itis by no means uncommon to notice that 
those who acknowledge Jesus as their Lord, are the very first to 
be ashamed of distributing his word. So it has beew here. 
But we have written and have even visited every place Where 
Christians are to be found, calling upon the young men to 
come forward and enrolt themselves ander our Lanner of Bible 
selling, each to take his turn for a week at a time,and selecting 
for hiurself that season in which his ordinary employments 
Would be least urgent; aud in consequence we always have 
some at our service. We have made our appeal also to men 
advanced iu life, to engage them in the no less important work 
of prayer for the Divine blessing, while their janiors are em- 

ed in distributing the word of life.” 
ere is a very ingenious plan,which may render much shor- 
ter and less expensive by half, the work of Bible distribution. 
‘The zeal of the Christians of Bearn deserves imitation. Al- 
feady we know that many brethren of a churcl: at the South, 
ited by this letter, are burning with desire to tread im the 
ps of the Bearnese Christians,—Bost. Rec. 


A good tion.—A gentleman in one of the prin- 
tipal cities in the United! States added to the value of 
his estate sixty thousand dollars in one season, by pur- 
chasing and demolishing grog-shops,erecting new build- 
ings, and wholly banishivg rum from his premises. A 

rhood before disreputable, and as such neglect- 
ed and shunned by the enterprising and the busy, be- 
tame respectable, began to be a center of business, and 
a fapid advance in the value of property consequently 
took place.—T'emp. Mag. 


—Ovituary.. 








«Man givcth up the ghest, and where is he?’ 
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DIED, , 

In Madison, Nov. 19, Mabel, the wife of Timothy Grave, 
aged 71. 

(Communicated by a Pastor.) 

In New Milford, Sabbath evening, November 3d, Miss Ju- 
lia Mc Mahon, daughter of the late Deacon Dobson and Mi- 
nerva Mc"Mahon. 

Rarely has there departed from this life a lovelier spirit, ora 
more devoted christian. Her spiritual warfare was short, but 
it exhibited an uncommon triumph of grace over earthly affec- 
tions. She had much to attach her tothe world. Her family 
connections are numerous and respectable. Her circle of 
friends was extensive, refined, and affectionate. Amiable in 
disposition, accomplished in manners, and winning in personal 
appearance, she was esteemed and beloved. To most in her 
situation, the world seems like a land of fairy visions, fitted to 
charm the eye and winthe heart. But her eye was charmed, 
and her heart won by nobler visions, than those of earth, by 
the Jove of Christ and the glory of heaven. 

She became pious in the spring of 1831. It was during one 
of those seasons of protracted worship, which were so signally 
blessed of the Holy Spirit. Her piety took its character from 
the activity, the decision, the deep solemnity of the occasion. 
In her, the change seemed to be an almost'entire transforma- 


tion of moral character. The whole powers of her mind and 
heart, she at once threw into the cause of Christ. She bad 


tiousness and thoughtfulness on religion. But she now became 
as much nnlike her former self,ay the cold moralist is unlike the 
warm-hearted Christian. The world lost its power over her 
mind and heart, She earnestly prayed, and besought others 
to pray, that she might be a humble, devoted Christian. Be- 
ing free from domestic cares,she spent most of her time in rea- 
ding the Scriptures, anda few select books; in prayer, and 
acts of piety. Her countenance and conversation indicated 
peace within, and satisfaction with all around ber. It was sare 
that she expressed the least dissatisfaction with any thing but 
sin. ‘This she deeply and humbly deplored, and often spoke 
of death with pleasure, as being a release from it. 

With her friends and with private society, Miss Mc Mahou 
mingled freely ; but with fashionable circles sparingly. She 
seldom visited a family or a circle, without making the topic of 
conversation around her, the subject of religion. It was known 
that she often excused herself from company, where her pres- 
ence was expected, and much desired. On one such otcasion 
she assigned as the reason, that her feclings were sueh at that 
time, that she could not endure worldly conversation. She 
was a pattern of meekness und modesty; and was pe- 
culiarly reserved respecting her pious feelings. She sel 
dom expressed them fully, except to a few confidential 
friends—and to these, chiefly in letters. She often wrote, on 
refigious subjects, to those with whom she might easily bave 
conversed, and seetned to prefer this mode of communication. 
After she became pious, she corresponded with a large circle 
of friends, and her letters glow with a most chastened and de- 
voted piety. This command it is believed she literally obeyed, 
“When thou prayest enter into thy closet, and when thon hast 
shut the door, pray to thy Father who is in secret.” Her clo- 
set seemed to be ‘a little nook of the heaven of heavens, parti- 
tioned off from earth’ to holdcommunion with her Saviegr and 
eternity. Its furniture, a chair, a cushion, a Bible and hymu- 
book,were seldom removed from it. It is the opinien of many 
that if the story of her piety could be fairly told, it would 
make a little memoir of deep and thrilling interest. 

The closing scenes of her life exhibited the full picture of a 
christian’s death-bed. She died as she had lived, resigned to 
the will of God, calay, and cheerful. Though her sickuess was 
protracted, and she was fully aware of its fatal termination, 
she often assured her pastor that she had no fear of death, and 
thought but little of it—that she chose to leave that event whol- 
ly with God, and spend her streagth and thoughts in serving 
him. She approached her end with a perfect consciousness 
that the hand of death was upon her. To.a friend who tried 
to rouse her, she said, in sweet accents accompanied with a 
smile, “ you cannot rouse me from this sleep.” Shie closed 
her own eyes after sight and articulation were’ gone, and fell 
asleep in Jesus without a struggle or a groan; without the dis- 
tortion of a feature, or the movement of a muscle.. Death 
stole upon her sofily and sweetly, as the slumbers of infancy. 
She was beautiful in death. The heavenly smile, which played 
on her dying countenance, seemed to rest on her cold clay. In 
her decease, her friends have lost a rich and valued treasure. 
The world, too, has lost one who loved it—loved i: in the sense 
in which Jesus Christ did—loved its happiness and its salva- 
tion. 

New-Milford, Nov. 23d, 1833. 


} 


Diep, in Hartford, on Sunday morning 17th ult., Ext 
Topp, M. D. aged 64. Few men in our State could 
have fallen, whose death would be more deeply felt, and 
whose loss be more sincerely deplored. Dr. Todd stood 
among the foremost in his profession in this country.— 
He had been Physician to the 
in that city, from its first organization’; and’ his skill and 








formerly been an ornament to virtue, an example of conscien- * 
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fidelity secured for it a reputation for success, second 
to none inthe world. For such a post he was eminent- 
ly qualified. With a philosophical and discriminating 
mind he possessed patience of investigation, a happy 
tact in detecting the causes of disease, manners whic 
won the esteem of patients, and sympathy which secur- 
ed their confidence. . 

His funeral was attended on the afternoon of the 20th 
inst. in the Episcopal Church, where prayers were of- 
fered, aud an appropriate and interesting address deli- 
vered by Right Reverend Bishop Brownell. The so- 
lemnity which pervaded the large assembly, showed 
their sense of the loss whieh they and the public had 
sustained. : 

As Dr. Todd was so extensively known, we have 
thought that an account of his religious feelings during 
the last years of his life, would be interesting aud profit- 
able. At our request we have been obligingly furnished 
with an extract, iu relation to this point, from Bishop 
Brownell’s address on the oecasion. 

Connecticut Observer. 


Brethren—I stand not here to speak the Eulogy of 
our departed friend, nor to peey his character: That 
office were better performed by one more fully aequain- 
ted with the events of his life, and the details of his ser- 
vices. I stand not here to proclaim his affectionate dis- 
positions and his domestic virtues, and to open afresh 
the wounds of his bereaved partner, and bosom friends. 
I stand not here to declare the loss which his profession 
and society have sustained ; nor to deplore the irrepar- 
able loss of that Institution, over which he presided with 
such distinguished reputation and usefulue:s: Neither 
the time peumits these services, nor do I feel myself ad- 
equate to the task. But I consider it due, as well to 
his meyory, as to the sacred cause of religion, to bear 
my testimony to his soundness in the Christian Faith. 

te is perhaps generally known that Dr. Tcdd had been 
skeptical on the subject of Religion. It is vot so well 
known that for several years, his doubts had been re- 
nounced ; and that during the latter part of Iris life, he 
had cordially embraced the way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. Only two days before his death, I had a full 





and most gratifying conversation with him on this sub- 
ject, in which he stated to me the progressof his. reli- | 
gious experience, and the precicus hopes of future hap-| 
piness which he enjoyed, through the mediation and 
atonement of the Saviour. ‘This interview, together 
with previous conversations, and the information of his 
confidential friends, enables me to give a brief history of | 
his skepticism, his investigations, aud his settlement in 
the Christian faith. 

He entered on the stage of active life, at the com- 
mencement of the French Revolution. It is well known 
that misdirected efforts of that nation in the cause of li- 
berty, were preceded by the speculations of her Philos- 
ophers and learned men, on the abuses in government 
and religion, by which they had been’so long oppressed. 
A lover of liberty, and naturally addicted to Philosophy, 
Dr. Todd, like many others of a similar character, em- 
braced the principles of the philosophers who gave im- 

petus to that Revolution ; and became a skeptic in re- 
gion. 

In these seutiments be continued, till some eight or 
nine years ago : when an afflictive dispensation of Pro- 
vidence caused him to witness the efficacy of the Chris- 
tian religion, in sustaining its votary threugh the trials 
of pain, sickness, and death. It was then thathe deter- 
mined to enter on an impartial investigation of the evi- 
dences of its truth. Those who have known him, will 
know that the investigation was most carefully and ri- 
gidly conducted. It resulted, as every thorough and un- 
prejudiced investigation must result, in a conviction of 
the inspiration of the scriptures, and the truth of the 


on society, But he now perceived its ¢ im suppor- 
ting men through the trials and duties of life, as well 
as the wisdom and goodness displayed in the plan of 
salvation which it disclosed. le therefore determined 
tomake a public profession of the Christian faith, in the 
ratification of his baptismal vows, and in the participa- 
tion of the Sacrament of the Lord's supper. This de- 
termination was, alas, too long deferred. Possessing 
high ideas of the holiness pertaining to the. Christian 
character, he entei tained apprehensions of bis worthiness 
to bear that sacred name. Such, too, is the force of ha- 
bit on the mind, that the former doubts ef 7 

would sometimes obtrude themselves, and he would fear 
that he should ultimately disgrace the Christian profes- 
sion, by relapsing into skepticism. These doubts were, 
however,always soon removed by considering the incrus- 
table enigma which the world presents, uni ined b 
revelation ; and by recurring to the evidenees by whic 
his faith had been established. In the early part of his 
investigation, his mind had been perplexed by the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the divine nature in Jesus Christ. 
But he soon perceived that these doctrines were clear- 
ly revealed in the Scriptures, and that they lay at the 
foundation of the Christian system. e therefore 
readily received them as facts, though the manner 
of such existence might seem i prehensible to finite: 
faculties. 

Perhaps it was not till within the last year, that his 
faith became so fully established, his love so ardent, and- 
his hope so animated, as to afford him the full enjoyment 
of all the consolations of the Christian religion. Bles- 
sed be God, these consolatious came at last, and at the 
time when he most eeded them! and be has assured 
me that, notwithstanding all the pain he has suffered im 
his sickness, the period has been by far, the | 

to have 
his love 





rtion of his hfe. Indeed so fervent 

en his communion with his God, so 
and gratitude to his Saviour, so rich the communications 
of divine grace to his soul, and se streng his hopes 
future bliss, that the latter part of his life has constituted,- 
to use his own expression, “ a beginning ofthe heavenly 
enjoyments upon the earth.” 

When I last saw him, the next morning was appoint~ 
ed for the commemoration of the Saviour’s dying love, 
in the participation of ths holy Eucharist. Before that 
morning arrived, he had become two much exhausted to 
join in that solemn Sacrament. May we not hope that 
his God and Saviour graciously accepted the intention’ 
for the act? May we not hope that his soul has gone to’ 
participate in the full communion of that divine love of 
which he appears to have enjoyed so rich a foretaste’ 
here? 

His bereaved Partner and his sorrowing relatives and 
friends, may appropriate to themselves that consolation 
in their afilictions, which the rich promises of the Gos- 
pel afford. Theirs is not the grief of those who mourn 
without hope. The religious exercises and sentiments 
of their departed friend, were not those of the self-de- 
ceiver, or the enthusiast. He entertained sound and 
scriptural views of his own condition by nature, atid of 
the plan of salvation revealed in the Gospel. He sought 
not to hide from himself the great truth that he was a 
sioner. He was deeply sensible of the corruption of his 
nature, and of the actual transgressions ef his life. He 
was deeply peniteut for his sins, and placed no reliance 
on any merits or good works of his own. 
was reposed on the merits and atonement of the Saviour 
of sinners.. Believing him able and willing to save, un- 
to the uttermost, all that come unto God by him, he 
gratefully embraced the way of salvation by his blood. 
This faith had disarmed death of its sting, and divested 
the grave ef its gloom, and the future world of its terrors. 
It enabled him to look forward to bis departure with re- 





hristian system. He had never been a scoffer at Chris- 
tianity, because he had witnessed its salutary influence 


signation and composure, and to look beyend the grave. 
to aprospect of everlasting blessedness. : 


c Vr < ©O® 





RBLEGLOUS INTELLIGENCER, {Dee 

















THE SNOW-FLAKE. 
*Now, if I fall, will it be my lot 
‘To be cast in some lone and lovely spot, 


‘To melt, and to sink, unseen or forgot? 
And there will my course be ended ?’ 


’T was this a feathery Snow-F lake said, 
As down through measureless space it strayed, 
Or, as half by dalliance, half afraid, 

It seemed in mid air suspended. 


*Oh! no,’ said the Earth, ’ thou shalt not lie 

Neglected and lone on my lap to die, : 

Thou pure and delicate child of the sky! 
For,thou wilt be safe in my keeping. 


But then I must give thee a lovelier form— 
Thou wilt notbe partof the wintry storm, —_. 
’ But revive,when the sunbeams are yellow and warm, 
And the flowers from my bosom are peeping! 


* And then thou shalt have thy choice, to be 
Restored in the lily that decks the lea, 
In the jesamine bloom, the annemoune, 

Or aught of thy spotless whiteness : 


To mek, and be cast in a glittering bead, 
_ With the pearls that the night scatters over the mead, 
In the cup where the bee and the fire-fly feed, 
Regaining thy dazzling brightness.’ 

* Then I will drop,’ said the trusting Flake ; 

‘ Byt hear in mind, that the choice I make 

Ts not inthe flowers or dew to wake ; 

Nor the mist that shall pass with the morning. 


For, things of thyself, they expire with thee ; 

But those that are lent from on high, like me, 

They rise and will live. from the dust set free, 
To the regions above returning.’ 


ARISE AND SHINE. 


Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

Arousg thee and awake ! 
Take back thy long lost diadem, 
.. Thy Regal vestments take. 
For onthe mountain’s top I sce 

The branch of Jesse’s vine 
His yery glauce is, Majesty, 

Ifis very form divine. 

That eye, from which the Iicavens flee, 
_1s gentiy fixed on thine, 
And from afar he calls to thee, 
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* Arise and shine ! 





—————E a 
THE ANNUAL CONCERT. 

We trust it will not be forgotten what blessings were 
shed upon some of the missionary stations in answer, 
as we believe, to the prayers of God’s people, on the 
day set apart in January last as a day of fasting and 


prayer for the conversion of the world. The time ap- 
proaches for another observance of this General Con- 
cert, and we trust that the first Monday in January next 
will not be forgotten. Fighting, as we do, not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, 
what can we expect, but certain and overwhelming de- 
feat, if our depenciance is not placed on the arm of 
God? We look abroad over the nations, and we see 
how firmly held they are in the fetters of superstition 
and paganism; the power of God alone is able to 
deliver them. and the Gospel only can emancipate 
them from bondage te the flesh and sin. Let us then 
place allour coufidence im Him who is mighty to save, 
and Jet our prayers and effurts accompany each other 
for this great object. ont 

The students of several Theological Seminaries have 
joined in the request, as we learn by the Boston Recor- 
der, that Theological Seminaries and their members 
may bt specially remembered on this oceasion and that 
all Theological students would observe the day (not ex- 
¢lusively, but promiaently) with refereace to the rais- 
ing up and qualifying of a holy and faithful ministry. 

THE UNIVERSAL SOUVENIR. 

Mr. Howe has some of the prettiest New Years pres- 
ents for sale at his bookstore that we lave ever seen; 
and among them is one above all, done up in elegant 
style, and contains more beauties than any of the Sou- 
venirs that have been published. ‘There are not as ma- 
ny engravings in it as in seme of the annuals, bat it 
contains more interesting matter than auy movel*you ev- 
er read. The language too, is beautiful, and describes 
in a very concise manner, some of the most extraordin- 
ary incidénts that ever took place—some of them, it is 














true, are very tragical, but then it ccmes out so well iu 
the sequel, that no one whose taste is not vitiated by 
reading works of fiction, can be dissatisfied with it.— 
There is another singular trait in this book ; the facts 
related are all true, and it will not destroy your peace 
and happiness as most novels do, by giving false ideas 
of the realities of life, On the contrary it points out 
a remedy for all the evils and trials which may befal 


; us, and what renders this work more valuable than those 
|remembraucers that have to be renewed every year, il 


will with careful using, be just as new and more interes- 
ting fifty years hence, than it is now. Wont you call 
aud buy one for your sweet-heart—or child.—If you 
do, ask for the new stereotype edition of the New Tes- 
tament, published by Lilly, Wait, & Co. of Boston. 


The next monthly meeting of the Temperance So- 
ciety of the Eastern District of New-Haven county, 
will be held at Guilford, on the 4th Tuesday of Decem- 


-ber inst. 





Txxms—To city subscribers, delivered, $2 50, in advance.— To mail subscribers, $2 in advance ; $250, if not paid in three months 
Agents who are accountable for sic or more copies, will be allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per cent. 
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